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Center for the Study of Education Policy (CSEP)

· New Staff Member in the Center! - The center would like to welcome Amy Perona.  Amy’s background is in Special Education.  She has spent the last 16 years working as a Special Education teacher in the public school system at the early childhood, elementary and secondary level.  She is completing her doctoral work at DePaul University where she has been an Adjunct Faculty member for the past five years.   Amy will be taking over the management of the list serv for CSEP and issuing it out every two weeks. Archived copies of the list serv can be found at: http://education.illinoisstate.edu/csep/listserv/
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· Synthesis of Research on Early Intervention: The following is a synthesis of IES Research on Early Intervention and Early Childhood Education.

· Brazil’s National Plan for Early Childhood: The National Alliance for Early Childhood in Brazil has launched a "National Plan for Early Childhood."  To promote this plan, it has developed a short animated video. You can view this video (click on closed captioning for English translation)

· Identifying Success Factors in Early Childhood:  The Foundation Strategy Group (FSG), with support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, has published a report, Markers that Matter: Success Indicators in Early Learning and Education.

· Success Markers for Early Learning: Development of indicators that reflect the increasing diversity among young children and their families in the U.S.  The indicators can be used to support the healthy development of young children, to better understand and address inequities across racial and cultural groups, and to provide a common language that facilitates communication and coordination on behalf of all young children. Access this document at:

· Head Start Case Studies: The National Head Start Association has released case studies on Head Start and pre-K programs that partner at the state and local levels to leverage funding streams and resources to best serve as many children as possible. Link Here.
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· Data on State Level Reforms - The National Center for Education Statistics has a new web site featuring updated data on state policy changes on accountability, testing, finance, school choice, and other issues. 
· Student Data Systems- Nebraska and 13 other states are part of the Ed-Fi Alliance, a nonprofit subsidiary of the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation, that provides an automated, one-stop shop for teachers, principals, and others looking for information on students' test scores, attendance patterns, class rosters, and more.
· What it Takes to Complete High School:  The Shifting Terrain of Course and Diploma Requirements: This recent report by Jobs for the Future outlines some of the emerging trends in K-12 schools to course and diploma requirements. 
· NAEP Adopts New Definition for College Ready: The governing board for the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) has adopted language that will define the new "college prepared" scores in reading and math on the 12th-grade exam. 
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· Engaging Teachers in Evaluation Process: The American Institutes of Research and Public Agenda released “Everyone at the Table” with a companion web-based resource, video resources that provide useful strategies for getting teachers involved in evaluation reform. 

· Strengthening the Teacher Evaluation Process: The Aspen Institute Education and Society Program has published several reports in an effort to strengthen efforts moving forward regarding improving systems for supporting and evaluating teachers. 
· Free Leadership Videos:  Critical Conversations about School Leadership, a new collection of video resources that target school principals and the people who train and support them, are now available on the PBS Learning Media. These videos are designed to help shape conversations among policy makers, state and district leaders, training providers, aspiring leaders, and others around the importance of school leadership and how it can best be developed. 
· IASA Vision 20/20: In November 2012, the Illinois Association of School Administrators' (IASA) Board of Directors introduced a plan to create a “visioning” process to develop a long-range blueprint for improving public education in Illinois.” The Association is conducting a survey of all Illinois community members. Click here to access the survey
· Early Results of Wallace Pipeline Initiative: A recent report completed by Policy Studies Associates documents the first year of work by six districts supported by The Wallace Foundation to build their leadership pipelines. 
Common Core Standards [image: image4.jpg]



· Op-Ed: Why the Common Core is Good for Special Education Students – This resource suggests changing the face of self-contained special education classrooms to address the common core by pairing a general education teacher with a special education teacher and special educational assistant.

· Common Core Assessments- The PARCC governing board approved descriptions of the skills and knowledge that students must have, at each grade level and in each subject, to demonstrate specific levels of mastery on the Common Core assessments. The board also voted to approve the first edition of the accessibility and accommodations manual for the assessment of students with disabilities and English learners.
· Assessments/Common Core - Assessment experts have identified five factors that make assessments high quality. Their report urges states and districts to demand the criteria when evaluating or building assessment systems. 

· Common Core in the Math and ELA Classroom - The Center for K-12 Assessment and Performance Management recently released a publication entitled “Seeing the Future:  How the Common Core Will Affect Mathematics and English Langauge Arts in Grades 3-12 Across America.” The publication includes fourteen content experts who are working in states throughout the country and their analysis of sample assessment test items and the implications of Common Core in the classroom. 
· States Train Teachers on Common Core 
· The Pew Charitable Trust has documented the status of state’s implementation of the Common Core Standards. 
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State of Illinois expects to implement the standards (CGSS) for all K-12 students in 2013-14

Integrated Systems

· The Role of Community Schools in Place-Based Initiatives: Collaborating for Student Success – This paper explores how community schools provide the needed local infrastructure and community buy-in for place-based initiatives to gain traction. 
· A blog series on community schools is sponsored by The Wallace Foundation. Each week, you can see new topics at Coalition for Community Schools.
· Free resources on expanded learning opportunities can be accessed at The Wallace Foundation web site:  http://www.wallacefoundation.org/Pages/default.aspx
·    Comprehensive Data Set: America's Children, 2013 highlights the latest data and recent trends on children and their families prepared by the Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics. It contains 41 key indicators on important aspects of children's lives and features 7 domains—family and social environment, economic circumstances, health care, physical environment and safety, behavior, education, and health. 
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· Want to Improve College-Going? Provide Information: A research study out of the University of Toronto found that low-income and first-generation students often do not understand how much college costs, how much financial aid is available, and how the college admissions process works, which presents a barrier to college access. 

· Early Colleges Make a Difference: American Institutes for Research (AIR) has released the results from the Early College High School Initiative Impact Study.  The Early College Initiative, launched by the Gates Foundation, gives underrepresented high school students the chance to enroll in college while working towards their high school diploma.  

· College Loan Default Rates on the Rise: Analysis of federal data of over 200 universities and colleges shows that students are more apt to default on their loans than full time freshmen are to graduate.  College Loan Default Rates
· Evaluation of the Illinois High School to College Success Report: IERC has released the results of its statewide evaluation on the new Illinois High School to College Success report. 
· Federal Ratings for Higher Education: President Obama has announced a new accountability plan on higher education. 
· College Greenlight: This resource focuses on making it easier for first generation and underrepresented students to attend college.  Click here for more information. 
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· College and Career Readiness Institute:  On September 12th at the Bloomington/Normal Marriott, ICCB and IBHE are hosting an institute designed to showcase local alignment initiatives and innovative practices focused on remedial/developmental education reform, academic innovation, and curriculum alignment and partnerships between secondary and postsecondary institutions. Click here to register for the Institute. 
· Partnerships for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Summit.  PARCC is hosting an Assessment Summit for High Education on September 13, 2013 at the Marriott Hotel in Bloomington.  The summit is designed to prepare higher education for the onset of new standards and associated assessments in Illinois K-12 schools, the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE), the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB), and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE).  Click here to register for the summit.        

The Center for the Study of Education Policy (CSEP) brings the results of research into the everyday world of educators, governmental leaders, and policymakers. More information about CSEP can be found at:
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/csep/
