                                Center for the Study of Education Policy (CSEP)
SAVE THE DATE: Statewide Meeting for Developing Guidelines for Evaluating the P-12 Principal Program Redesign - On October 28, 2013 at the Parke Hotel in Bloomington, IL, CSEP will host a statewide meeting of principal preparation stakeholders (e.g., principal preparation program faculty; leadership professional organizations; early childhood, special education, ELL professional organizations). During this meeting, CSEP staff and preparation program faculty will facilitate focus groups to gather feedback on the evaluation focus and design that will be used to draft guidelines for the evaluation. Invitations to this meeting will be sent to stakeholders when meeting logistics are finalized. Attached is the registration form for this meeting as well as a synopsis for this work.
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Pre-K Rating Systems: - According to a study released in the journal Science, highly ranked preschools by state evaluation systems produce outcomes for children are not significantly better than lower-ranked programs because those systems may be including too many indicators.  The lead author in the study says, “states need to simplify their rating systems.” (Education Week, premium article access compliments of edweek.org)

Lowering Mandatory School Age: - Illinois will lower the required age that students must attend school under legislation.  Signed Sunday by Gov. Pat Quinn, the law, which takes effect in the 2014-15 school year, lowers the compulsory age from 7 to 6, a move state officials said puts Illinois in line with about half of U.S. states. 

A Multistate Approach to Early Learning Standards:  A second paper by the Ounce of Prevention Fun shares conversations on the importance of early learning policy.  Early learning standards developed by leading states and experts could help improve the quality of early learning standards, increase the efficiency of resource use, raise the likelihood that standards will be successfully implemented, and help early learning leaders work with K–12 leaders to improve the entire continuum of learning standards.
Getting Your Kids to Preschool Matters:  Coinciding with Attendance Awareness Month nationwide, the University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research (Chicago CCSR) released a report which shows that “students who attend school regularly are significantly more likely than chronically absent preschoolers to be ready for kindergarten.”  The University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research (UChicago CCSR) discusses the importance of getting your kids to preschool.

A Framework for PreK-3 – Developed over two years by K. Kaurez and J. Coffman the framework for PreK-3 is grounded in research and evidenced based practice.  Eight categories comprise the framework to develop or improve PreK-3rd grade programs, helping to address key questions: What does a comprehensive PreK-3rd grade program include? What needs to be aligned? The Framework is for schools, school districts, early learning programs, and other community partners independent of geography. (University of Washington College of Education)

· Learn Together MN.org:  In the past two years, the state of Minnesota has received nearly $90 million in federal grants to support three ambitious initiatives aimed at finding effective approaches to improving educational outcomes for Minnesota’s children.  Check out what they’re doing in Minnesota and browse the resources available to continue your own work. Go to: LearnTogetherMin.org for more information.

CPC fact briefs – The following link are to fact briefs done by the Human Research Collaborative Center at the University of Minnesota highlighting different components regarding the Child Parent Center initiative (see http://www.humancapitalrc.org/midwestcpc/resources.cfm). 
K-12 Schools [image: image2.jpg]



Small Schools Give Graduation Boost in Big Apple:  Exciting news out of New York.  According to the latest in an on-going longitudinal evaluation of the schools, students in New York City’s small high schools are more likely to graduate than other students, and perhaps are also better prepared for college-level reading afterward.  See more here. 

Parents:  More Involved than Some Thought  - A survey done by the National Center for Education Statistics reports that thousands of parents reveals that, according to their parents, 96% of K-12 students have homework outside school. Among them, 67% have an adult in the household who checked that their homework was done. Parents have high expectations: only 1% of students in grades 6-12 had parents who said they did not expect their child to complete high school, while 37% were expected to earn a graduate or professional degree. (National Center for Education Statistics) 
Teacher and Leadership Effectiveness [image: image3.png]7o)




How to Train and Retain Great Principals in Struggling Urban Schools:  This video featured on PBS discusses the importance of having strong principals in our most troubled schools.  Will Miller, president of the Wallace Foundation says, “effective principals shape a vision of academic success for all students, create a climate hospitable to education, cultivate leadership in others, and focus on classroom instruction.” 

A Human Capital Framework for a Stronger Teacher Workforce:  The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching has put together a paper which, “refines and provides evidentiary support for a human capital system framework composed of four subsystems that ideally work together to build a stronger teacher workforce.”  The human capital framework four subsystems include:  acquisition, development, sustainability and evaluation.
Job Board:  - Check out the Education Job Board which gives you access to the outstanding education community that has gathered around Catalyst over the last 23 years. The Catalyst welcomes postings from anywhere in the world of education, including schools, universities, education nonprofits, museums and so on, along with education news publications in New York, Philadelphia and Denver. Click here to view. 
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American’s Unfamiliar with the Common Core: A majority of Americans have never heard of the Common Core State Standards and dissatisfaction with standardized testing in schools is growing according to a survey released by Phi Delta Kappa International and Gallup.  See article here.  The common core consists of English and math standards establishing what children should learn each year from K-12 grade.  Established to ensure high school graduates leave with the skills necessary for college or careers, 62% of Americans said, “they have never heard of the standards.”  Among those with children in school only “45% had heard of the common core.” 

Defending the Common Core:  The Alliance or Excellent Education takes on six questions which fuel skepticism of the new standards.   See the article in edweek.org

CCSS for Teachers: The Shift – ITunes U Course - These courses, created by classroom teachers, bring together quality resources to help educators develop a stronger understanding of the Common Core Standards and the shifts they require.  On line APP for learning:  An entire course in ONE APP.  Everything works together – iBooks and other apps to make it easier.  The iTunes U Course includes:  syllabus, handouts, quizzes, and so on.   
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Recap of Chronic Absenteeism & Community Schools Symposium: - Coinciding with Attendance Awareness Month nationwide, The University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research (CCSR) study showed that students who attend preschool more regularly are significantly more likely than chronically absent preschoolers to be ready for kindergarten and to have better attendance habits in later grades.  

· As another resource for Attendance Awareness Month, Attendance Works, a national initiative that promotes better policy and practice around school attendance, has created a series of resources (see below):

  Count Us In! Toolkit
  Show Your Support and download a Badge
  Sign up for Attendance Works’ listserv 
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Meeting the Challenges In Higher Education  - Analyst concerned higher education institutions headed for a “shake down” In the September 9, 2013 Hechinger Report, the author writes “higher ed is headed for a shake down.”  According to Bain & Company a growing number of our universities are in financial trouble.  See the report.

Employment Outcomes for Higher Education  - The Department of Education released draft standards for the employment outcomes of academic programs at for-profit institutions and community colleges.  Efforts are being mind to establish standards for program that prepare students for gainful employment in a recognized occupation.

Public to Private Partnerships - New York is the first state in the nation to take its ‘P-TECH’ Program statewide with 16 new programs.  The P-TECH program provides students with an opportunity to earn an associate degree at no cost to their families, in addition to being “first in line” for jobs when they enter the workforce.   
 
Events and Opportunities [image: image7.jpg]



· Golden Apple Teachers for Tomorrow Conference September 21, 2013 – This conference is centered around the themes of innovation, creativity, the arts, pedagogy, and technology.  Led by award-winning teachers, more details about the conference can be found here.

· Academy for Urban School Leadership (AUSL) – The AUSL will be offering a three-day Institutes series “Building Positive School and Classroom Culture” from October 9 to October 11.  Click here to see more details on each Institute which includes a mix of workshops, school visits, and networking with leaders in school turnaround.

 

The Center for the Study of Education Policy (CSEP) brings the results of research into the everyday world of educators, governmental leaders, and policymakers. More information about CSEP can be found at:  http://education.illinoisstate.edu/csep/
