


PREFACE 

In this, his sixth annual report of state tax appropriations for operating ex-
penses of higher education, Dr. M.M. Chambers has established another benchmark. The 
increase of almost $847 million for the two-year period 1964-66 represents a gain of 
39 per cent, the largest by far for any two-year period since the Office of Institutional 
Research began publishing these reports in 1960-61. 

The appropriations in 1965-66 for the 50 states totaled slightly over $3 billion, 
a gain of about 117 per cent over the six-year period 1960-66. Generally the greatest 
increases occurred in the states that were farthest behind in their support of public 
higher education, notably those along the Eastern seaboard. The two states showing the 
greatest increase in the six-year period were Maine with 280 per cent and New York with 
261 per cent. The states with the smallest increases were Montana with 31 per cent and 
Nebraska with 44 per cent. 

This report covers only appropriations of state tax funds for operating expenses 
of higher educational institutions. The Office of Institutional Research believes 
that these figures are a more valid measure of state support of higher education than 
total appropriations made by state legislatures since the latter may include 
reappropriated income received by institutions from student fees, and other non-tax 
sources. The report does not include appropriations for buildings and other capital 
purposes. 

Users of the data contained in this report should keep in mind that appropria-
tions from state tax sources listed herein include support not only for instruction-
al programs* but also for research, including agricultural and engineering experiment 
stations, and a great many public services such as general extension, county 
agricultural and home demonstration agents, adult education programs} hospitals, and 
other activities assigned by state legislatures to institutions of higher education. 

The data contained in this report are in preliminary form and subject to 
verification and change. In several of the state tabulations the items may not add 
up to the indicated total. Minor discrepancies may be attributed to rounding. Where 
the discrepancies are substantial, the investigator, while reasonably confident of the 
total, may have encountered difficulty in obtaining from his sources consistent reports 
of such items as state scholarship programs, expenses of central governing boards, 
supplementary budget increases or decreases, etc. To check and verify every item would 
be a costly and time-consuming project which would delay the publication of this report 
beyond the time when it is most useful. While the tabulations are subject to change, 
they provide a reasonably accurate picture of state tax funds appropriated for 1965-66. 

Allan W, Ostar, Director 
Office of Institutional Research 
National Association of State 
Universities 
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1785 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N.W, Washington, D.C. 20036 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTRODUCTION 

In most of the American states, the phenomenal expansion of public higher 

education continues to be nearly paralleled by generous appropriations of state tax 

funds for operating expenses. 

This sixth annual summary reveals that for the fiscal year 1965-66 the 

fifty-state total of appropriations of state tax funds for annual operating expenses 

of higher education exceeds $3 billion. 

This sum represents a gain of 117 per cent over the comparable figure for fiscal 

year 1959-60, six years earlier ($1,399,044). The total has been substantially more 

than doubled within six years. 

The actual dollar gain over six years is $1,634,474. Compare this with the 

published statement of a conservative Ivy League economist who predicted in 1958 

that higher education could expect to receive no more than $1 billion additional 

in annual operating income up to 1970, from all public sources, including federal, 

state, and local. 

The people of the fifty states, the governors, the legislators, as well as 

the state universities and colleges and the local community colleges, are in general 

performing magnificently in the splendid pageant of the advancement of higher 

education. 

It is a keen pleasure to record annually the annals of progress. 
 
 
Bloomington, Indiana 47405       M. M. Chambers 
November 1, 1965        Visiting Professor 
          Indiana University 




















































