


PREFACE 
 

Once again, we are proud to publish Dr. M. M. Chamber's annual report 
of state tax appropriations for operating expenses of higher education.  In 
the seven years in which Dr. Chambers has prepared this report, its value 
has clearly been established as a timely summary of state efforts to support 
higher education.  

In its seven-year history, the report has documented an unprecedented growth 
of tax support for higher education.  During the current academic and fiscal year, 
state legislatures across the nation are devoting more than $3.5 billion to the 
operating expenses of colleges and universities. This is an increase of 44 percent 
in the past two years and 151 percent since 1959-60. 

Detailed information about the procedures used in compiling this report are 
found in the appendix, we would like, however, to emphasize the following three 
points about the material contained in this booklet. 

First, this report covers only appropriations of state tax funds for operating 
expenses of higher educational institutions. The Office of Institutional Research 
believes that these figures are a more valid measure of state support of higher 
education than total appropriations made by state legislatures since the latter may 
include reappropriated income received by institutions from student fees and other 
non-tax sources. The report does not include appropriations for buildings and other, 
capital purposes. 

Second, users of the data contained in this report should keep in mind that 
appropriations from state tax sources listed herein include support not only for instructional 
programs, but also for research, including agricultural and engineering experiment 
stations, and a great many public services such as general extension, county 
agricultural and home demonstration agents, adult education programs, hospitals, and 
other activities assigned by stats legislatures to institutions of higher education. 

And finally, the data contained in this report are in preliminary form and subject 
to verification and change. In several of the state tabulations the items may not add up 
to the indicated total.  Minor discrepancies may be attributed to rounding. Where the 
discrepancies are substantial, the investigator, while reasonably confident of the total, 
may have encountered difficulty in obtaining from his sources consistent reports of such 
items as state scholarship programs, expenses of central governing boards, supplementary 
budget increases or decreases.  To check and verify every item would be a costly and 
time-consuming project which would delay the publication of this report beyond the time when 
it is most useful.  While the tabulations are subject to change, they provide a reasonably 
accurate picture of state tax funds appropriated for 1966-67. 

Additional copies of this report are available at no charge, from the 
Office of Institutional Research. 
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The same factors, studied on a statewide basis, make the fifty-state scene a 
kaleidoscopic one, and argue convincingly against any too-literal reliance on 
bare dollar figures for meaningful interstate and interinstitutional comparisons 
and contrasts.  The author and the publisher of this seventh annual summary join 
in emphasizing that its usefulness has limits, and that the dollar figures, like 
almost any statistics, can be misconstrued and misused, and made to seem to mean 
much more than they say or are intended to say. 

A new feature of this edition is Appendix II, which contains a 
series of brief statements tending to make clear what the figures are 
intended to represent. 

As always, I continue grateful to the numerous state university and 
college presidents and finance officers, state fiscal officers, executive 
officers of statewide boards, and other key persons in the fifty states whose 
generous collaboration make this enterprise possible. 

  M. M. Chambers 
Bloomington,   Indiana  Visiting professor 
October 1,   1966  Indiana University 
























































