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BreAnna Evans-Santiago recently presented an autoethnography titled “A Black Lesbian’s 
Autoethnography: I Wear the Masks” in Oakland, California at the National Association of Multicultural 
Education (NAME) Annual Conference.  With support from the College of Education and The Center for 
Teaching and learning, BreAnna had the opportunity to enlighten educators with research on Black 
identity and the intersections present within the sexual minority culture.   

Mrs. Evans-Santiago shared family photos and personal stories that made her intersectionality visible 
and personal.  Allowing the vulnerability of sharing herself with strangers became a teachable moment 
for those interested in sexual minority issues in education.   

The auto ethnography specifically targeted marginalized groups of people within our society.  The 
presentation informed educational leaders about personal struggles with intersectionality and how it 
relates to identity. The presentation allowed opportunity to reflect upon one’s own identity and how 
society sees us individually and collectively. Through this presentation, BreAnna hoped to heighten 
awareness of heterosexism, internal oppression, and how society can influence our identities.   

The autoethnography describes how a young person learned of ways to conform to society based on 
where she was at that moment in time; school, community events, home. The masks that the Evans-
Santiago discussed addresses the different ways she had to hide or change in order to “fit” in; such as 
the “Christian” mask or “Light-skinned Girl” mask.   Through this research of herself, she analyzed who 
she really is, the contributions from her ancestors, and how to move forward addressing hegemony, 
heterosexism, and internalized oppression.   Mrs. Evans-Santiago chose to share her story, 
acknowledging the vulnerability connected with an autoethnography, in hopes to expose the internal 
struggle of intersectionality that one may face within several marginalized groups within society.  

When asked about the conference, BreAnna said, “The contributions from the College of Education 
made my presentation possible.  People connected with me, and educators were able to see a 
perspective that is often not discussed.  My presentation opened eyes and challenged minds.”  She looks 
forward to future presentations.  


