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Dr. Nicholas Daniel Hartlep 

Presenting his essay “Does That Sound Like Meritocracy to You?” 
 

Having a paper accepted for presentation at the American Educational Research 
Association’s (AERA) Annual Meeting is no small feat. This year’s theme for the annual 
meeting was “Education and Poverty: Theory, Research, Policy, and Praxis.” The 2013 
annual meeting saw record turnout. AERA headquarters informed me that over 15,500 
AERA members were in attendance (15,541 actual). It was the third highest attendance 
AERA has ever had, barely beating out the attendance numbers set for the Vancouver, 
BC annual meeting only one year before. The meeting’s theme aligned well with my 
research agenda, since my research examines stereotypes of the poor.  

As a recipient of a 2013 Illinois State University College of Education Research 
Dissemination Award Grant, I was instructed to share my insights about the meeting, and 
how I benefited from attending the conference professionally. In what follows I share my 
contribution to the AERA Annual Meeting, how attending the conference supported my 
research, and perspectives that I feel would be of value to my colleagues here in the 
College of Education:   
 
1. Your Research Presentation or Contribution to the Conference 
 

As an AERA 2013 conferee, I presented three papers and chaired three sessions. 
One paper that I presented was part of a presidential session, a commissioned essay that I 
wrote for AERA President William Tierney titled “Does that Sound Like Meritocracy to 
You?” This essay and others are podcasted and available here.  

http://www.rlstevensphotography.com/
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/AnnualMeeting/Responsestothe2013AnnualMeetingTheme/DoesthatSoundLikeMeritocracytoYou/tabid/14804/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/1185/Does-that-Sound-Like-Meritocracy-to-You.aspx
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One of the sessions that I chaired revolved on the topic of the model minority 
stereotype, a specific research interest of mine. There were seven extraordinary panelists 
who shared their thoughts and expertise with those in the audience during this session, 
“Experiencing Race Differently: Counter-stories to the Model Minority Stereotype.” The 
panel consisted of leading scholars (in alphabetical order by last name) who do work on 
the model minority myth and on Asian Pacific Americans: 

1. Benji Chang, Teachers College, Columbia University 
2. Dina Maramba, Binghamton University - SUNY 
3. Daryl Mayeda, University of Colorado - Boulder 
4. Yoon Pak, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
5. John Palmer (in absentia), Colgate University 
6. Valerie Ooka Pang, San Diego State University 
7. Robert Teranishi, New York University 

 
2. How the Experience Has Supported Your Research  
 

Attending the AERA Annual Meeting supports my research in two significant 
ways. First, it allows me to share my research with my specific academic field. Sharing 
my scholarship allows me to receive invaluable feedback for strengthening my 
methodological and content knowledge; in turn, this helps inform how I go about 
formulating future research studies. Second, my attendance allows me to stay current in 
the field of urban education and on the issues facing the Asian Pacific American 
population. Attending others’ sessions provides me with opportunities to think deeply and 
to learn from other educational researcher experts. Both experiences—presenting and 
listening to others present—have supported my research in uniquely and valuable ways. 
This is why attending the annual meeting is highly consequential.   
 
3. Perspectives That Would Be of Value to Other COE Colleagues 
 

I would like to say that research has the ability to benefit society, but I feel 
obligated to revisit the 2012 AERA Annual Meeting theme, which was Non Satis Scire 
(to know is not enough). For instance, while in San Francisco, I noticed how far removed 
research can sometimes become, how distal it can be, especially from those whom it 
supposedly assists. This can be children or historically marginalized communities. In 
other words, research has been conducted to improve the lives and life chances of 
society’s less advantaged; yet, I believe research can in many ways be a vehicle that 
perpetuates societal divisions.  

The perspective that I feel would be of most value to my COE colleagues is not 
my own, but one I have adopted from Howard Zinn. In The Zinn Reader: Writings on 
Disobedience and Democracy, Zinn (1997), commenting on the uses of scholarship, 
indicates that academics frequently “publish while others perish” (p. 500). Similar to 
Zinn, I would encourage my COE colleagues to ask themselves whether or not their 
research aids in the amelioration of societal ills: be they social, economic, educational, or 
racial inequalities, among many to choose from. I am glad that I was able to participate at 
the 2013 annual meeting, with its theme of “Education and Poverty: Theory, Research, 

http://www.my.ilstu.edu/blogs/ndhartl/
http://www.my.ilstu.edu/blogs/ndhartl/
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Policy, and Praxis.” I can only hope to aid in the battle against inequality, in all its subtle 
forms. 
 
Submitted in the Summer/May of 2013, by Nicholas D. Hartlep, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of Educational Foundations 


