
 

Miranda Lin School of Teaching and Learning 

Pacific Rim Conference on Education 

 

One of my graduate students and I presented at the Fourth Pacific Rim Conference on Education 

in Gyeongju, South Korea in Oct. The theme of this conference was centered on policies in 

teacher education, namely issues and trends in teacher education. The conference took place in a 

nice ancient town in South Korea. 

 

The main focus of our presentation was on international student teaching. We first reviewed the 

literature on international student teaching (why, how, and what). The review of literature 

consisted of the background of international student teaching, benefits and challenges of 

international student teaching and current status of international student teaching. Next, we 

talked about the international student teaching program at Illinois state university. We then 

concluded the presentation by presenting some recommendations for teacher education 

programs. Several representatives from other universities were interested in finding out about the 

current program of IST at Illinois State University and how it was funded. Overall, the session 

went well and we had great discussions among ISU faculty and our colleagues from various 

countries. The purpose of this presentation was to promote the dialogue among ISU’s overseas 

partner schools. Apparently the purpose was served when many of the representatives were able 

to engage in the dialogue, make suggestions, and thinking about how to further the partnership 

with ISU.  

 

While at conference, I also took the opportunity to attend several sessions that focused on early 

childhood education. I was amazed to see the types of work/research that our overseas colleagues 

have been doing. I hope to connect with them to learn more about their innovative methods and 

perhaps conduct a cross-cultural research study in the near future. Additionally, as a former 

teacher in China and Taiwan and a world traveler, I am quite familiar with the education system 

and how the system works in most parts of Asia. However, I have to admit that the time is 

different now and the system has changed. I have learned so many new things (and initiatives) 

about the education system in Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and Thailand from attending many of the 



sessions. It is very obvious that all countries face similar issues in terms of recruiting, retaining, 

preparing, and assessing teacher candidates across the globe. There is no better time than now for 

us to think about how we can best prepare our teacher candidates to be competent and globally 

minded, and still possess that passion for teaching and learning.  

This is my second time attending the Pacific Rim Conference on Education. I believe it is a great 

venue for the partner schools and scholars from around the world to get together to share their 

thoughts, ideas, and research findings. This conference offers a lot of opportunities for higher 

education faculty to connect and reconnect in various capacities. I am looking forward to 

attending this conference in future years.   


