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In April, I presented a research study called Praxis and process: A longitudinal study of 

reading in a foreign language at the annual meeting of AERA.  This was a study that I 
conducted with students in a second year Spanish class at University High School over the 
course of a school year. I presented my paper at a roundtable with two others that also focused 
on second and foreign language reading.  The feedback I received was positive and constructive, 
however what was most beneficial were the connections we all made between our three projects 
at the roundtable.  I think this the best part of presenting in this kind of format because it allows 
you to not only interact with colleagues who share your research interests, but also to support 
and help one another. This was very helpful in my own research as I received feedback from 
colleagues who are familiar with the research methods and processes that were part of the study. 
Because of this, we were able to discuss the actual study results more in-depth as opposed to also 
having to give a tutorial on the method.  Furthermore, those who attended our roundtable added 
yet another layer of feedback and support, which resulted in a rich and meaningful discussion. 
This experience supported my research by allowing me to connect with fellow researchers who 
also focus on second and foreign language reading within the broader scope of educational 
research.  As a secondary teacher educator, this can sometime be a challenge in that some would 
say the research belongs strictly in the content area discipline and is therefore not directly 
connected to secondary teacher education.  In essence, presenting this study through the Second 
Language Research SIG at AERA allowed me to disseminate my work in a way that brought 
together both my own content area and education in general. 

While at AERA, I also took the opportunity to attend sessions that focused on a growing 
research interest of mine, which is international education and global engagement.  I was 
fortunate to attend sessions led by faculty at the University of Helsinki, where I will spend the 
spring 2014 semester.  Not only did I meet some wonderful future colleagues, I was also able to 
participate in discussions regarding teacher education in other countries.  One of the roundtables 
I attended focused on preparing pre-service teachers to work with diverse learners in Germany, 
Finland and the Netherlands.  All three research papers discussed the need for a greater 
understanding of learner diversity among pre-service teachers in these countries.  It was amazing 
to me to hear that these three nations especially, which we look to as models of education, have 
their own struggles and challenges.  The issues addressed in these studies focused on racial, 
ethnic and religious diversity among public school children in largely racially and religiously 
homogenous countries.  As I listened to the presentations and discussions I was going back in 
forth in my mind as to whether the situation in these countries was similar or different to the 
United States, conceptually and in the practice of preparing pre-service teachers.  I finally 
decided that they were both, and that it was the similarities that gave us all a foundation for 
engaging in the discussion, and the differences that challenged us to find solutions.  

This understanding was perhaps the most valuable piece I took away from my time at 
AERA. Although I was very comfortable and content with my fellow second language 
researchers, it was very safe and it not challenge to rethink my own ideas and beliefs about 
teacher education the way talking to colleagues from another part of the world did.  It will be 
important to keep this in mind as the College and the University strive to incorporate global 
engagement into our courses and programs. 


