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I attended the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Convention in San 

Antonio, Texas from April 3rd to April 7th, 2013.  My purpose for attending the 

convention was to give a presentation based on my Master’s thesis research.  The 

title of my presentation was “Students with ASD in General Education Classrooms: A 

Survey of Self-Efficacy in Teachers.”  From this opportunity, I learned the “other 

side” of attending a conference.  As a special education teacher, I attended 

conferences for professional development.  This was my first experience presenting 

in a lecture format at a conference.  Although my session did not have high 

attendance due to a time slot at the end of the conference, I learned that a 

presentation to even a few people can have an impact.  The few people who did 

attend were very interested in my research, and it actually led to a small-group style 

problem solving chat about what they are encountering in their professional 

settings.  It was fantastic!     

As a doctoral student, any opportunity to present at conferences allows me to 

gain experience and to build my curriculum vita, which will be very important as I 

pursue a career in higher education.  Presenting at national conferences also 

provides amazing networking opportunities with professionals in the field from 

across the country.  I had a wonderful conversation with a special educator form 

North Carolina who runs a program for students with autism, and was very 



interested in my research.  She is also a doctoral student, and I could see myself 

contacting her in the future to collaborate on research.   

 I would strongly encourage other students who are involved in research to 

take advantage of any opportunity to present at a national conference.  It is a great 

experience and you can learn so much.  Whether you attend additional conference 

sessions, or just present yours and take time to explore the resources in the expo 

hall, you get a chance to learn something new to take home with you.  Sometimes, 

that may be only a thing or two, but if those things are valuable to you and your 

profession, then it is well worth it!  

 


