
Research Dissemination Award- Report 
 

Tami R. Dean 
 
First, I would like thank the committee for its support to attend the International Reading 
Association conference in San Antonio, TX from April 19-22, 2013.  This conference is held 
every year and brings together literacy educations K-16, both practicing teachers and literacy 
researchers. I attended this conference and presented with my TCH colleague, Dana Karraker. 
The title of our presentation was: Visual Literacy: Using images as a gateway to expanding 
students’ critical thinking and comprehension of multimodal texts. 
 
In our session, our goal was to provide participants with information and research that supports 
the use of visual literacy and multimodal texts within a classroom setting.  As a part of the 
presentation we asked them to examine their own practices and curriculum using these literacy 
tools.  The objectives of the presentation were to: discuss the importance of teaching visual 
literacy in the k-12 classroom, describe activities that can be used to teach visual literacy in the 
k-12 classroom, describe how they can pair visual texts with print text to enhance comprehension 
and increase critical thinking in the K-12 classroom situated within current literacy research (c.f. 
Callow, 2008; Gee, 2008; Luke, 2003; Vasquez, 2010.  
 
The interactions with our presentation participants provided us with opportunities to hear other 
ways that people are using multimodal texts in their instruction.  Some participants shared 
resources, which included websites, with us and the other audience members.  There was a 
strong realization in the audience that they can now use multimodal and visual texts across 
content.  Significantly, the participants realized that the current call for an increase in non-fiction 
texts in the Common Core State Standards (c.f. SL 2, 3 &5; W 6&8; R 7&9) can be addressed 
throughout the content areas with both visual and multimodal texts. The feedback from the 
participants will be helpful as we consider the next steps of our research in this area with local 
teachers. 
 
While I was at the conference I also had the opportunity to attend a number of sessions provided 
by other teacher educators and literacy specialists.  One of my goals while at the conference was 
to learn new information for both my roles here at Illinois State.  Of particular note was a session 
I attended on changing a high school English curriculum to something that encompasses 
modeling, choice and building literate identity rather than a whole group novel reading of the 
classics.  This session provided information relevant to my work at University High School.  One 
of the initiatives important to us there is thinking about new and innovative ways to teach while 
meeting the needs of our students.  The goal is to be a model for new and seasoned educators.  
This session explored how teachers in a high school in Champaign, IL are changing how they 
teach English.  This is essential since typically in a high school English classroom many weeks 
are spent on a single novel. 
 This innovative teaching strategy directly ties into my work as a literacy specialist at U-
High. It provides a stepping stone for some possible changes in our curriculum and thinking 
about English instruction.  This will prove to be valuable since we have many TCH students who 
have clinical experiences here.  Furthermore, this will help promote our mission as a lab school 
to be innovative and meaningfully experimental in our work with students. 


