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My first exposure to the Comparative and International Education Society 
was this past fall, November 1-3, 2013, when Illinois State University hosted their 
Midwest regional conference.   When my dissertation chair, Dr E. Williams 
(MCIES co-chair) asked me if I would assist with this conference, I agreed and it 
was so much more than I expected. Though I only sat in on three workshops, I 
was impressed with the range of topics and experiences of the presenters.   Dr 
Williams told me of the Toronto conference and suggested that I submit a 
proposal for presentation. I decided to submit a summary of my dissertation 
research and was accepted for poster presentation.    My poster was beautiful- 
thanks to an assist from Dr. Yun-Ching Chung, Dr Patricia Klass and the Center 
for Teaching, Learning & Technology’s Amber Thomas,  who gave me a 
beautifully finished poster in one day. 

The CIES Conference was held March 10-15; I was amazed at the sheer 
number of presenters.  They hailed from every country imaginable. Doing a 
poster presentation was a good fit for me.  At my Friday a.m. session, conference 
participators came up, one, two or three people at a time read, asked questions 
and offered comments.  This format allowed me to literally practice my proposal 
defense before it was even scheduled.    

I met a few of the other presenters and shared research methodologies.  
Some of the other topics were: “Same script, same cast: Intersection of race, 
ethnicity and socioeconomic status in racial/ethnic minority students’ access to 
international higher education”; “What happened to gender equality?” and “From 
knowledge to transformational change: Reducing resistance to educational 
reforms advocated in teacher trainings.”  Some participants presented terminal 
works.  During a short lull, I sat in on “Unequal opportunities in education from 
primary to higher education, where should we be looking at?  Although this was a 
quantitative study, we were able to share ideas regarding schools and schooling 
in the U.S. and beyond.   

Each day offered a variety of workshops and discussions from 8 a.m. in 
the morning to 8 p.m. at night and beyond.  There were so many to choose from 
that I found myself on one occasion attending half of one session then darting out 
to attend the latter half of another.  I left a suggestion at registration that the 
workshops be offered more than once so that these kinds of conflicts are 
lessened.  

One of my favorite presentations involved changes in worldwide 
achievement gaps based on socio-economic status, education levels of the 



parents, and parent’s occupation.  Their preliminary results indicated that the gap 
had increased substantially on all three measures and, in underdeveloped 
countries the increases were even greater.  I was particularly drawn to this 
session because of its relevance to my topic, “Using critical race theory to 
examine African American male student achievement.”  Rather than viewing 
student achievement from familial perspectives, my approach examines this 
issue through the lens of agency, culturally relevant pedagogy and culturally 
relevant curricula. Its purpose is to analyze the role that these areas play in 
perpetuating social disparities between dominant and marginalized racial groups. 
After the discussion, each person was given a pair of glasses to remind them that 
whatever the issue, if we change our lens (perspective) we might see things 
differently. 

Finally, Dr Williams and classmate, Cynthia Thompson presented a SIG 
on the “Comparative analysis of education systems in Japan to Illinois.”  Not only 
was it well attended, but the discussion was so vibrant that it literally ran into the 
next session scheduled for that room.   

This was quite an interesting conference. I already plan to attend the next 
one.   
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