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Contribution to the Conference 

During the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Annual Convention in San Diego, CA this 

past April, I provided one lecture and two poster presentations. My lecture with Dr. Nicole 

Uphold was entitled Increasing Literacy Skills for Students with Developmental Disabilities 

Using iPads and iPods. We shared results from a recent invention study on how literacy skills 

can be improved for students with developmental disabilities (i.e., intellectual disability or 

autism spectrum disorder) while learning to program an iPad or iPod touch with a pictorial 

grocery list. We showed videos of students independently programming their own grocery list on 

their device with and without a recipe. The classroom teacher used constant time delay, a 

systematic instructional procedure, to teach the students. The incorporation of literacy skills 

illustrated that students could learn to read the grocery words incidentally. At the end of the 

study, students selected the device they preferred to use after provided with opportunities to use 

both devices. The audience members learned how to promote literacy skills using an iPad or iPod 

integrated into the classroom, home, and community for individuals with developmental 

disabilities. Additionally, they could express the importance of incorporating literacy measures 

while teaching individuals with disabilities to independently manipulate and program their own 

iPad or iPod to support their daily life after the presentation. The audience seemed to appreciate 

hearing about our study and future ideas through their questions and feedback on the information 

we presented. This was a great opportunity to disseminate our research.  

One of my poster sessions was entitled Peer Interaction Strategies for Students using 

Communication Devices in Inclusive Settings and was presented with Dr. Yun-Ching Chung. Dr. 

Chung and I discussed facilitative strategies (i.e., proximity with peers, identifying opportunities, 

prompting students and peers) for increasing peer interactions of students who use electronic 

communication devices in general education classrooms. We also shared approaches for in-

service training and follow-up supports for paraeducators.  

My second poster presentation was entitled Using Electronic Photographic Activity Schedules to 

Manage Recreation Tasks. During this session, Dr. Uphold, Dani Loseke, and I shared the results 

of a study based on the effectiveness of an electronic photographic activity schedule (ePAS) on 

the completion of exercises. We taught adults with disabilities attending a postsecondary 

program how to program an iPod touch with daily exercises and use the device to self-manage 

their exercises. The participants attending our session learned how to create and use an ePAS to 

teach self-management skills to students and understand the importance of teaching self-

management skills to students in a variety of settings.    

Ideas for Supporting my Research and Value to COE 

In addition to presenting, I attended multiple sessions to enhance my scholarship and teaching. I 

attend one session on how to publish journal articles in Education and Training in Autism and 

Developmental Disabilities. The editor provided great advice on what topic areas this journal is 

looking to publish and suggestions for submitting manuscripts. He is looking for manuscripts 

that provide evidence of impact and a clear and strong methodology. This information was very 

valuable as I continue to build my lines of research related to technology, literacy, and students 

with intellectual disabilities.  



The other sessions I attended provided new ideas and information for the different courses I 

teach. I learned additional reading comprehension strategies and evaluation procedures for 

students with severe disabilities. I will be able to integrate many of the materials and resources 

into SED 361 Education of Learners with Severe Disabilities this fall. I am very grateful to have 

received this travel award to support my efforts in disseminating my research. I look forward to 

future opportunities to share my research and network with colleagues in the field.  

 

 

 

 


