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In March of 2015 I presented twice at the annual Society for Information 
Technology and Teacher Education (SITE) Conference in Las Vegas, NV. My first 
presentation was a roundtable discussion titled: Using Technology to Teach Literacy 
in the Secondary and Middle Level Classroom. The session was well attended, and I 
discussed several of the online tools that I use with my teacher candidates at Illinois 
State University in order to promote literacy development within their content 
areas. Some of the tools I focused on were: Wikispaces, Prezi, Blendspace, Padlet, 
Nearpod, and Touchcast. As the SITE conference is geared toward technology in 
education and online learning, the session proved very fruitful with some rich 
discussion regarding educational technology, online tools, and digital literacy. 
 
My second presentation, Implications for Secondary Teachers Grading without Points, 
was a paper presentation and was somewhat less consistent with the technology 
focus of the overall conference, although it did meet the requirements for the 
“Assessment” category to which it was accepted. I was pleasantly surprised with the 
turnout, the audience consisted of teachers, administrators, and teacher educators, 
all of whom were very interested in not only assessment, but alternative grading in 
general. The presentation was well received, generated much discussion from the 
audience, and was even invited for publication to one of the Association for the 
Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE) journals due to high reviewer 
scores. 
 
In addition to being able to present to other educators and researchers in the field, 
one of the biggest “take-aways” for me was listening to the keynote speaker, James 
Gee, whose work regarding literacy and gaming has been very influential for my 
own scholarship and teaching. Sitting in the front row and taking copious notes, I 
was moved by Dr. Gee’s speech, Death by System, in which he spoke about how we 
can no longer do “business as usual” in the world of teaching and education. He 
challenged us to design new, ubiquitous systems for teaching and learning that 
provide meaningful instruction that is “just in time” and “on demand.” He stated, “If 
we can stop doing business as usual and start doing this (Distributed Teaching and 
Learning Systems) in situations that really matter, then we still have time to save 
ourselves.” 
 
Overall, it was an excellent conference, and I am very grateful to the College of 
Education for its support in allowing me to disseminate my own work, as well as to 
gain from the wisdom and insights of others in the field. 
 


