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This was my first experience in an academic conference. I believe that my debut 

was at a very high level as this is a very prestigious conference. I have identified four 

main areas in which I consider to have learned a lot from this experience: a) attending 

different forms of presentations, b) interact with other scholars, c) learning something 

new, and d) reflecting about my own work. 

The format of the academic conference is interesting to observe. There were many 

different forms of presentations in a very brief period of time. I presented my research 

study in a round table format, so I was able to experience this format hands-on. In my 

presentation, I was able to present the procedures used to collect and analyze data as well 

as the first findings of this project while getting participants’ feedback on the research. 

Participants’ feedback was important to show me how I could look to the issue of 

bilingual students reading complex texts from a different perspective. The symposium 

sections gave me an idea on what to expect from this type of presentation, how to 

participate in it, and how to be prepared as a listener and discussant. Participating in the 

plenaries was a very exciting activity at the end of the day. It was great to hear the 

trajectories of recognized researchers in becoming a scholar in the literacy field as well as 

listening to so many different research that have been conducted in the literacy field.  

Interacting with other scholars and doctoral students during group studies was 

also a big learning experience. Whenever we talk with professors, they mention how they 

have developed many studies with different scholars from different universities. Hence, I 

could appreciate the importance of networking with other researcher of the same area.  

 In many presentations, I was also able to learn something new. I learned about a 

new research journal that may interest me, I learned about different methodologies. Most 

importantly, I had the opportunity to learn about the latest research in first hand being 

presented by the scholars themselves. This was a particular interesting learning as some 

presentations gave a good contextualization on how the researcher reached a particular 

area of study. 

 At last, the conference also gave me a chance to reflect about my own work. 

While attending different sessions, I could notice scholars in different moments of their 

careers and at different stages of their bigger project. I was able to reflect how I am 

conducting my research and how I could plan a bigger project to be concluded over the 

years. 

 I believe that attending the LRA was a very rich learning experience and I hope I 

will be able to attend other conferences and have similar and new learning as well.   


