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I had the opportunity to attend the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Annual Convention 

in St. Louis, MO this past April 2016. I delivered one demonstration, one lecture, and two poster 

presentations.  

 

Contribution to the Conference 

 

 Our demonstration was titled SRSD: Successful strategies for teaching writing to 

secondary students. I presented with faculty from three other universities; we all investigate 

writing instruction in secondary settings. The purpose of the demonstration was to  

show how the Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) writing model can be effectively 

used in secondary settings. We discussed variables influencing writing outcomes for high-school 

students with disabilities and provided multiple examples of materials and activities teachers could 

apply in their classrooms. This session was well attended and we received great feedback.  

 

 The lecture was titled Effects of explicit reading comprehension strategy instruction for 

English learners with specific learning disabilities. I presented this session with Dr. Jozwik. 

During the session we described the characteristics of culturally responsive research, discussed 

what the research says about teaching literacy skills to students from diverse cultural and 

linguistic backgrounds, and we discussed the results of a study that investigated a specific 

reading comprehension strategy that supported reading comprehension for English Learners with 

disabilities. The audience was appreciative about the information presented.  

 

 One of the poster sessions was titled Researchers and teachers enhancing 

collaborative practices. For a long time in the special education field we have been emphasizing 

the importance of teachers implementing evidence based practices in their classrooms. However, 

despite efforts, a significant research-to-practice gap persists.  The purpose of this presentation 

was to provide guidelines to support special education teachers with where to find current 

evidence based practices, a sense of what participation in a research study entails in order to 

support additional evidence based practices, and how teachers can get involved in research. The 

audience seemed to enjoy our poster and asked us great questions.  

        

 The other poster presentation was titled Support algebraic thinking: Self-regulated 

strategy development in middle school mathematics. On this presentation we discussed practical 

applications of a study I conducted that examined the effectiveness of the Self-Regulated 

Strategy Development (SRSD) for teaching algebraic thinking, specifically solving multi-step 

algebraic equations with variables on both sides. The special education teacher, who was also a 

graduate student in the College of Education-Department of Special Education at ISU, 

implemented the intervention as part of the Response to Intervention process implemented at the 

school. The participants who visited our poster gained a better understanding of the research to 

practice process regarding SRSD strategies in mathematics.  We discussed research methods, 

student outcomes and examples of the intervention in regard to students with learning 

disabilities. This was a great opportunity to disseminate our research.  



Ideas for Supporting my Research and Value to COE 

 

Attending this conference was beneficial for my career in multiple ways. In addition to attending 

multiple presentations on diverse topics related to my areas of research interest, I was able to 

network with faculty from other universities and make plans for future research collaborations 

and manuscripts. Further, I attended my first meeting as a member of the CEC Elections 

Standing Committee and I got to meet several members of the CEC board. This is important for 

the COE because through my service at this national/international organization Illinois State 

University is represented. I appreciate the support I received through this travel award; I was able 

to disseminate my research, learn from others in the field to enhance my research and teaching 

skills, and network with other colleagues in the special education field.  
 

 
  


