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Throughout the panel we explored four different student affairs international perspectives. Throughout 

the presentation we reviewed the internationalization of Student Affairs in Switzerland, Student Life in 

Chile, Student Affairs in Kuwait, and Equality Issues Regarding International Branch Campuses. Colin 

Stewart’s presentation included his perspectives on living & working in Switzerland along with his 

research on student affairs. Colin shared that Switzerland is known for its beautiful landscapes, the 

delicious fondue, wondering cows, and neutrality, but that they are also known for their exceptionally 

high educational standards. Throughout this presentation, he included a brief synopsis of the 

geographic, demographic, social-cultural, political, and economic context of the country. The 

presentation also included a history of the higher education system. He then went on to explore the 

organizational and management structure of student affairs divisions throughout various universities. 

Colin also reviewed the services offered to the various universities within the Switzerland along with 

funding issues/challenges. Colin also included a brief discussion on the relationships between 

academics, student affairs, and government. Finally, the last component of the presentation included 

how Switzerland Higher Education is connected to global context.  

The next section of the presentation was presented by Rachel K. Webb on Student Life in Chile—How 

Political Turmoil Shapes a Nation’s Education. Rachel presented on how the structure of higher 

education in Chile had gone through tremendous changes over the last few decades, much of it highly 

influenced by the turbulent governmental changes. Rachel shared that most lasting changes have been 

positive, allowing more and more Chilean youth to attend tertiary education institutions. She then went 

onto explore the challenges that Chile had going into the future if it wishes to sustain its enormous 

private higher education sector. This presentation also included the history of higher education in Chile 

and the perceptions of student life and development throughout the country. Finally, Rachel also 

examined Chile’s tertiary higher education system today and possible future paths for the nation. 

The third section of the presentation included Student Affairs in Kuwait which was presented by Brittney 

Henson. Her presentation explored the ways in which Kuwait is internationalizing its higher education 

system by examining it from student affairs perspective. Brittney also explored gender dynamics 

occurring in Kuwait Higher Education. Brittney also shared that while student affairs is most prevalent in 

Western countries such as the United States of America and that this a practice that is being applied by 

higher education institutions around the world. She then went onto explain that for Kuwait universities, 

there is not a typical operational structure of student affairs as there is in the United States of America. 

Finally, she concluded with each exploring the varying of services being offered to students within the 

Kuwait system.  

The final section of the presentation entitled Equality Issues Regarding International Branch Campuses 

with special references to student affairs in Qatar presented by Edith Pfeifer List. The presenter 

explained that Higher education institutions around the globe were opening and closing their 

International Branch campuses. The presenter identified that International Branch campuses have been 



around since the 1920’s, but had increased over the last three decades. This presenter explored issues 

of equity regarding IBCs which examined education as a service and as an export commodity, the effect 

of a market-driven curriculum, credentials as a commodity, host country cultural considerations, faculty 

considerations, quality assurance, co-curricular considerations and student populations. She used a 

theoretical framework made up of neoliberalism and core-periphery theory from world-systems analysis 

to analyze equity issues regarding IBCs.  Finally, Edith also explored the impact of the theoretical model 

and how that impacted the development of student affairs in Qatar. 


