
Karen H. Douglas, Ph.D. 

College of Education Research Dissemination Travel Award 

Contribution to the Conference 

During the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Annual Convention in St Louis, MO this 

past April, I provided one presentation with Q&A, one multi-presentation session, and one poster 

presentation. Dr. Sara Jozwik and I presented an hour-long lecture entitled Developing Academic 

Vocabulary for English Learners with High-Incidence Disabilities. We discussed multiple 

strategies for building the vocabulary skills of English learners with disabilities. The audience 

participated in different activities to practice using the strategies we discussed. We also described 

the short and long-term outcomes for English learners from multiple studies that have been 

conducted.  

 

Dr. Yun-Ching Chung and I delivered a presentation entitled Communicative Competence 

Inventory: Promoting Inclusion of Students with Complex Communication Needs. We asked the 

audience to identify barriers and solutions of including students with complex communication 

needs using augmentative and alternative communication in inclusive settings. This promoted a 

discussion where we shared a team approach that empowers students to become active 

communicators. We discussed how team collaboration across students with disabilities, peers, 

families, and educators is vital for meaningful inclusion. 
 

In addition, I presented a poster entitled Using Electronic Text and Graphic Organizers to 

Improve Comprehension for Students with an Intellectual Disability. I shared results from my 

recent study about how literacy skills can be improved for students with disabilities. Secondary 

students with an intellectual disability increased their comprehension skills after listening to 

electronic text and creating a pictorial graphic organizer.  Furthermore, students maintained their 

comprehension skills the following day. Multiple ways to enhance literacy using a variety of 

supports were explained. Participants discussed both the impact of pictorial graphic organizers 

used in conjunction with electronic text to improve the comprehension skills of students with 

limited reading skills and how to create and utilize different literacy supports to enhance 

comprehension skills.   

 

Ideas for Supporting my Research and Value to COE 

In addition to presenting, I attended multiple sessions to enhance my scholarship and teaching 

and networked with colleagues in the field. The keynote speaker, Dr. Temple Grandin, delivered 

an inspiring speech on the importance of teaching today’s students self-determination and 

vocational skills. All students need a trade and teachers have to help students identify and 

strengthen their skills in gifted areas. The sessions I attended provided new ideas and 

information for the different courses I teach. I learned additional reading comprehension 

strategies and evaluation procedures for students with autism spectrum disorder. I will be able to 

integrate many of the materials and resources into SED 361 Education of Learners with Severe 

Disabilities and SED 362 Systematic Instruction. I am very grateful to have received this travel 

award to support my efforts in disseminating my research. I look forward to future opportunities 

to share my research and to grow as an instructor and professional in the field of special 

education.  


