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I gave a presentation titled “Five months in Finland: Lessons learned in secondary education and teacher 

preparation” in which I described my findings after completing a Fulbright with the University of Helsinki 

in Finland.  In the presentation, I included information about my Fulbright activities while in Finland, 

including working with a secondary teacher education program, teaching in local primary and secondary 

schools, and completing a number of school visits and observations. I also discussed the teacher 

education courses I audited while at the University, in which I worked with both Finnish and 

international students who were all preparing to become teachers. The primary focus of the 

presentation was the “take-away” from this experience regarding education in Finland.  This includes 

trust and responsibility, autonomy and independence, the value of partnerships, a system with no dead-

ends and the importance of including international perspectives in teaching. I also discussed some of the 

challenges facing teachers in Finland, which include working with learners with special needs and an 

increasingly diverse student population. I examined how the context of education is critical to 

understanding how and why a system works and cannot be simply commoditized and exported to 

another.  Finally, I reviewed what could reasonably be incorporated into education and teacher 

preparation here in the United States, such as fostering more autonomy in learners and providing 

international perspectives in both classroom instruction and teacher education. 

This was my first time attending this conference and I enjoyed it tremendously for several reasons.  The 

conference actually had two main questions and themes. The first was Why have civil rights era 

educational legislation and policy in the United States failed our most vulnerable students?  and the 

second was How is schooling conducted in other countries?  What can America learn from other 

countries, and what can other countries learn from us?  I thought this provided a very interesting and 

engaging cross-section of papers and presentations.  There was also a unique format for opening 

sessions as well. Rather than have plenary speakers, each morning there was an “academy talk” which 

took on a more relaxed question and answer / interview session between the conference chair and the 

guest speaker.  The questions presented to each speaker were relevant to the conference themes and 

allowed for more in-depth analysis and conversation. I not only learned a great deal from these 

academy talks, but will take this format with me as I serve as the chair meetings of other professional 

organizations. 

Finally, I was able to attend a number of sessions that were not only of interest to me professionally, but 

helped me to identify what others are doing in their institutions when it comes to internationalizing 

teacher education. I attended several sessions that examined study abroad in teacher education.  These 

were very helpful to me as it made me also think about our own 5-year plan here in the College of 

Education and I was able to establish new contacts with others with shared interests and activities. 

There were also a number of sessions that focused on education in a specific country or region. I 

attended sessions that discussed educational practices and challenges in Korea, Mexico, Belize and 

Germany. Attending these sessions inspired me to think about the ways we might offer this same kind of 

development for our own faculty and students given existing resources on campus. 


