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I had the honor of presenting at the 65th LRA conference for the first time ever.  I co-
presented a paper with another professor, Momentos de Cambio: Recruiting and Cultivating 
Bilingual Students’ Epistemic Privilege through Memoir and Testimonio. It was an amazing 
experience for many reasons: a) collegial collaboration at the university level, b) interactions 
with other scholars, and c) benefits for my 4th grade bilingual classroom. 

I have been a public school teacher for 12 years and had never dreamed of the 
possibility of sharing, with the academic community at the University level, the action research 
that I do every day in my 4th grade bilingual classroom. If it was not for the partnership with an 
ISU professor and the research we have been doing for the past 3 years, I would not have 
recognized the power of collegial collaboration at the university level to support reflection on 
my teaching practices. Co-researching and collaborating in my classroom for the past 3 years 
has improved my teaching instruction. Presenting at the 65th LRA conference has giving me the 
platform to share with other colleges the amazing experiences that occur in my 4th grade 
classroom. 

As I listened and talked with other scholars who strive to understand and investigate, in 
depth, equity in literacy, I was encouraged to continue to reflect and share what I have learned 
in my years of teaching. The 65th LRA conference challenged me to continue to ask questions 
about equity in my teaching. I heard the voices of my students in many of the presentations and 
conversation I had with colleagues. I explored new perspectives and ways of looking at the 
world around me.  I realized the importance of networking with other scholars to further 
understand my area of study as well as support and advocate for my students and families.  

Presenting and attending the 65th LRA conference motivated me to continue in 
developing and designing new ideas for research in equity in literacy. I also brought back 
foundational theories of race to my classroom.  I listen to presentations about privileging the 
voices of the Black and Brown youth and how I can see education through the eyes of my 
students and families. I learned about mentor texts that I can read aloud in my classroom that 
celebrate and honor the Hispanic experience. I also learned how I can better advocate for my 
students and family’s needs in a school system that does not always support diversity.  

 I will be able to integrate many of the materials and resources from the 65th LRA 
Conference into both my 4th grade bilingual classroom and TCH 321 Methods and Materials for 
Bilinguals and English Language Learners this fall. I am very grateful to have received this travel 
award to support my efforts in disseminating my research. I look forward to future 
opportunities to share my research and network with colleagues in the field. 

 


