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During the 13th International Conference on Positive Behavior Support, my colleagues 

Drs. Sheldon Loman (Portland State University), Kristy Park (George Mason University), 

and Kathleen Strickland-Cohen (Texas Christian University), and I presented the 

preliminary results of a national survey study addressing the inclusion of students with 

severe disabilities in school-wide positive behavioral interventions and supports 

(SWPBIS), an area of research that has received little attention since the inception of 

SWPBIS. Although SWPBIS is intended to target all students within a given school 

(Sugai & Horner, 2002), individuals in the field have questioned whether students with 

severe disabilities are included in all aspects of SWPBIS (e.g., Snell, 2006).  Landers, 

Courtade, and Ryndak (2012) found that, although SWPBIS state coordinators believed 

students with severe disabilities could participate in SWPBIS, students with severe 

disabilities were not always considered during professional SWPBIS activities. The 

purpose of this survey study was to assess the extent to which students with severe 

disabilities have been included in SWPBIS initiatives. Surveys were administered online 

via Qualtrics online survey software to schools implementing SWPBIS during the 2015-

2016 school year. The 18-item survey instrument was comprised of open- and closed-

ended questions pertaining to (a) the characteristics of participating schools, (b) the 

frequency with which schools follow systems procedures, SWPBIS practices, and data 

collection procedures applicable to students with severe disabilities, and (c) the priority 

of involving students with severe disabilities across systems procedures, SWPBIS 

practices, and data collection procedures. The presentation included a summary of these 

results, implications for practice, limitations, and suggestions for future research.   

 

In addition to sharing our preliminary results with conference attendees, we were able to 

recruit leaders and SWPBIS contacts from states not yet represented in the survey 

response data for dissemination purposes.  These individuals were recruited to assist in 

distributing survey information to schools currently implementing SWPBIS in their state.  

Our preliminary survey results and conversations with conference attendees confirmed 

previous leaders’ concerns about the exclusion of students with severe disabilities in 

SWPBIS.  As a result, we plan to explore further this issue by applying for external 

funding to support a project in which we (a) develop a rating scale to evaluate the extent 

to which schools include students with severe disabilities in SWPBIS efforts, (b) validate 

the scale, and (c) develop and evaluate a problem-solving process by which schools can 

use the developed scale to identify strategies to promote the inclusion of students with 

severe disabilities across all tiers of SWPBIS.  Another benefit of attending this 

conference included participating in several sessions in which I was able to earn 



continuing education units for the purposes of maintaining my Behavior Analyst 

Certificate Board (BACB) certificate (see: http://bacb.com/?page=100438).     

   
 


