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 I was able to attend the CIES Conference in October with Dr. Mohamed Nur-Awaleh and 

Brittney Henson. The link to the conference can be found on Indiana University’s website here: 

https://education.indiana.edu/graduate/programs/history-philosophy-comparative/index.html or 

on the CIES website here: http://www.cies.us/?page=RegionalConferences. Please find our 

program proposal attached, which includes the abstract for my paper “Student Life in Chile—

How Political Turmoil Shapes a Nation’s Education”, written originally for EAF 469 

Comparative Higher Education, and taught by Dr. Mohamed Nur-Awaleh. 

 As a part-time graduate student, I do not have a lot of opportunity to be involved in 

conferences or programs related to my graduate program. This conference gave me the 

opportunity to experience something that was related to both my graduate program and my 

profession, but my office was unable to cover the cost of the conference for me. The ability to 

attend the conference and also present findings based on a class project/final paper was 

invaluable. The conference, though not directly linked to student affairs, was applicable to 

thought-processes of education and the use of theory and research to evaluate our professions 

and work related to international education. The conference goals and themes were also in line 

with College of Education goals at Illinois State University. The College of Education works to 

cultivate leaders for the education profession and hopes to create graduate students who are 

culturally competent and globally minded individuals. 

 I was able to attend several sessions: “Critical Questions of Globalization and 

Internationalization: Reform and Development”, “Global Curriculum and International 
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Experience: Implications for Global Competence”, “In China and the United States”, and 

“Africa”. I also attended the  keynote address given by Frances Vavrus from the University of 

Minnesota: Critical Internationalization: Moving From Theory to Practice and a talk on Diversity 

and Internationalization: Global Higher Education and Student Culture at U.S. campuses given 

by Shabana Mir. Dr. Frances Vavrus discussed the disillusionment of the study abroad 

experience and the need for reciprocal partnerships abroad. This was valuable to me, thinking 

about the work I do with Illinois State University’s exchange partners. Her talk also encouraged 

me to set up video conferencing with our partners and to arrange for more information sharing. 

In the panel on Africa, Beth Samuelson, from the African Ethnic Studies Department at Indiana 

University, also discussed the importance of administrative buy in for exchanges in educational 

institutions. I found it important to acknowledge everyone’s role in an exchange process and that 

the student exchange process does not all fall on my shoulders. 

 During our session entitled “Internationalization of Higher Education and Student 

Affairs: Case Studies from International Prospective”, I served on a panel with one other CSPA 

graduate student and two EAF doctoral students. I learned from other panelists, especially in 

listening to Edith List speak about international branch campuses. Edith was not in our 

Comparative Higher Education course, so much of what she spoke about was new. What I found 

most interesting about her talk was the discussion of admission requirements at branch campuses 

and how to make them equal and to deliver equal student affairs services to students at both the 

home and branch campus. The audience was very receptive to our panel presentation and were 

intrigued about the growth of student affairs and student life in other countries and how that 

affects our practices here in the United States. 


