
Citizens Advisory Council Meeting 

November 10, 2015 

 

Attendees:  Ed Gold, Monica Noraian,  Mark Pickering,  Kathy Pierce, Curt Richardson, Charles 

Schlenker,   Melissa McClelland, Amelia Noel-Elkins, Franklyn Fung, David Greenfield, 

Andrea Markert, Amy Fritson-Coffman, Lisa Kowalski, Jeff Hill 

Not Present:  Annette Martinez, Cassandra Hulett-Graham, Tom Dulee, Darren Wolf   

DISCUSSION POINTS 

I. Andrea Markert & Amy Fritson - Coffman presentation: 

1 – Themes for each school 
2 – Extra-curricular activities 
3 – Facilities Updates  

  Time Capsules – Metcalf 
  Music Room – U-High 

4 – School Improvement Plans 
  National Board Cohorts – certification 
  Hybrid Courses – U-High 
  Rock Band – Metcalf – 7 & 8 grades – they are first in nation to do Figure Notes 

U-Nited – U-High – emotional & psychological support system consisting of one freshman, 
one sophomore, one junior and one senior 

5 – Faculty Associate Evaluations – looking at models of how teachers should be evaluated 
6 – Standard Based Assessment Formative Assessment 

  Grading process 
  Authentic assessments 
 
Discussion regarding certification and re-certification and the requirements, expectations and productivity of 

each.  Discussion regarding moving away from letter grades.  It was determined it would remain at high 

school level even though Metcalf eliminated letter grades three years ago.  

 

II. Feedback on University High School Website: 
o Suggestion was given to recycle images and to give the page motion so it’s not so stagnant.  

o It was noted that Metcalf has a “cleaner” page and is more similar to the ISU format.  

o The question arose as to who the target audience is.  It was determined it is a combination of 

parents, faculty, students, Alumni, as well as prospective students. 

o The issue of desktop v. a mobile webpage.  It was decided the ease of being able to look at 

the page on your phone would be a benefit since most people are on mobile devices.  

o A timeframe has yet to be established.  

o It was suggested that we investigate what is the most “user friendly” in regards to buttons 

(click into, dropdown, etc).   

o It was also mentioned that having main buttons on the main page would probably be a 

better way to drill down into the information.  It was noted that there are benefits to both: 

having all information on front page is nice but can be overwhelming, but having to drill 

into information can have the front page look nice but can be challenging and time 

consuming sometimes.   



 

III. Standardized Testing: 

PAARC testing – 3-8 will continue   

We will continue to pay for ACT at high school level for juniors and Aspire (ACT linked test) for freshman 

and sophomores.  

 

IV. Governor Rauner visit to Thomas Metcalf School: 

1st and 7th graders had Governor Rauner come to their classrooms on November 2nd.  All other students saw 

Governor Rauner in assembly and had the opportunity to develop and ask several questions.  The Governor’s 

visit was initiated by his office as he had been provided positive information about the Lab Schools through a 

variety of constituents.   

 

V. Citizens Advisory Council By-Laws: 

 

No issues were determined.  All changes to by-laws were approved. We would like to thank our bylaws 

committee for their work!  

 

Next meeting date will be January 12, 2016.  


