
Mathematics Problem Solving Strategy Practice
Writing Math Word Problems (The Answer Is …)
This activity engages students, creates informed assessments, increases problem solving skills, and builds confidence.

1. Post a SIMPLE sample problem, such as Cats.   Discuss what the required parts of a word problem would be. Determine that you need words, numbers, and a question.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Discuss writing a word problem. Encourage using familiar names and locations. Address the idea that the problems must be somewhat reasonable (no unfrosted cupcakes) and may NOT be offensive to others.

3. Post the answer (each day this will be different) on the board: The Answer is 20 cookies.

3. Whole group process:  Write a word problem for the answer "20 cookies."  
a. Brainstorm number sentences for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  
b. Record the number sentences on the board or on chart paper.  In grades 3 – 5, work toward a 2 digit word problem if they are ready for this. 
c. Select one of the number sentences and write it at the top of the group document. 
d. Write a whole group word problem that matches the number sentence, beginning with a basic one, and then adding interesting personal information. 
e. Diagram it and reread to see if it answers the question.

4. Have students select a different number sentence and write it on their paper. They will then write a different word problem with the answer of 20 cupcakes, and diagram the problem. Have fellow students read it and make suggestions. Rewrite as necessary and then discuss creating a final copy on a half sheet of paper and creating a book. Remind students that their number stories should always be an example of the best they can do. 

5. This first word problem will be kept to refer back to as they progress in their skills with writing word problems throughout the school year. 

6. Post a different answer each day for students to solve. Do frequent modeling to expand mathematics vocabulary. Share out frequently. Publish regularly, either in classroom books, posted on a bulletin board, or in discussion groups.

7. Have students retain their work in either a math writer’s notebook, as a section of their writing journal, or in some other graphic organizer or folder so they can reflect on their growth in this key skill.  In addition, they will be collecting “good word problems” as guides, saving vocabulary and data they might want to use in the future.

8. Consider incorporating science, social studies and other topics in your “answers”. Also, it can be engaging to use a holiday theme, or let students submit possible “answers”.  Incorporate math topics as well, such as suggesting you would like to see fractions used in a problem, or non number math words, such as dozen or half.

9. Differentiate by setting appropriate expectations for different students, discreetly. Speak to students individually and let them know what you expect. 


