
How to Use the  
Informational Text 

Shift Kit 
K-5 

Shift Three: 
Build Knowledge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These shift kits have been designed by the Illinois State Board of Education English Language Arts Content Area Specialists.  The role of these kits is to provide administrators and teachers some background information on what is expected for student achievement with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).The Informational Text Shift Kit is part of shift three: Building Knowledge.  This powerpoint will allow participants an opportunity to understand the contents of the informational text shift kit and how to possibly utilize each of its resource sections.  It may be helpful for participants to have a copy of the table of contents or the shift kit in front of them to follow along with during this  presentation. 



Table of Contents 

• Critical Directions 
• PowerPoints 
• Research 
• Handouts 
• Videos/Webinars 
• Websites 
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Presentation Notes
The Informational Text shift kit is designed for each resource section to stand alone depending on each learner’s needs. The kit is divided into the following sections: critical directions, PowerPoints, research, handouts, videos, podcasts/webinars, and websites.  It might be beneficial for the learner to read the critical directions section  which includes definitions and guidance from the International Reading Association.



International Reading Association Guidelines  
(Critical Direction) 

• Use of challenging texts 
• Foundational Skills 
• Comprehension 
• Vocabulary 
• Writing 
• Disciplinary Literacy 
• Diverse Learners 
The attached link  from RI places the information into a chart form.  
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The International Reading Association provided documentation to address specific literacy issues related to the implementation of the Common Core State Standards.  This document entitled “Literacy Implementation Guidance for English Language Arts” focuses on issues that have proven to be especially confusing or challenging to implement.  These guidance statements represent a consensus of experts in the literacy field.The intent is to support leaders and teachers as they implement the ELA CCSS.  The summary of recommendations for each area is as follows:Challenging Texts:	Do not increase levels of texts used in reading lessons in K and 1st gr.Instruction across the school year needs to involve students in the reading of text written at a variety of levels.Teachers need professional learning opportunities to be able to provide adequate scaffolding and support for student reading of complex texts in grades 2-12 and listening to complex texts in Kindergarten and 1st grade. Foundational Skills:	Early systematic, and explicit teaching of the foundations reading skills is required.During the K-2 years, teaching of all aspects of ELA should take place simultaneously and be coordinated.Comprehension:Engage students in reading high quality texts closely and critically.Teach research proven reading comprehension strategies using gradual release of responsibility approaches.Guide students to apply strategies when reading particularly challenging texts.Vocabulary:	Study all strands of the Standards for references to vocabulary development.Plan for vocabulary development across the school day in all subjects.Provide instruction in word solving strategies as well as teaching individual words. Writing:	Provide opportunities for students to write in response to reading across the curriculum.Provide research opportunities that involve reading both print and digital texts, and that require writing in response to reading.Teachers will need professional development in teaching students how to write the types of texts required in the CCSS.  This professional  development should include teachers doing their own writing, as well as analyzing annotated student writing.Disciplinary Literacy:	Involve content area teachers in teaching the disciplinary literacy Standards.Teach students the literacy strategies that are pertinent to each discipline.Provide appropriate professional learning opportunities for teachers in the literacy practices appropriate for their disciplines.Diverse Learners:The CCSS require equal outcome for all students, but they do not require equal inputs.  Vary the amounts and types of instruction provided to students to ensure high rates of success.Monitor student learning and provide adjustments and supplements based on that information.

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Common-Core/ELA-Literacy-Critical-Areas-of-Focus-K-12.pdf


PowerPoints 
Illinois State Board of Education 

   K-5 

Oregon Department of Education 

      K-5 

   6-12 for English Language               
                 Arts Teachers 

   6-12 for Content Area            
     Teachers 
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We next arrive at the PowerPoint section of the kit. First listed is the Illinois State Board of Education PowerPoint. The Illinois State Board of Education has developed a web page called the Professional Learning Series that houses several tools designed to assist with supporting professional development for the CCSS.  Some of the presentations used in the shift kits are housed at the www.isbe.net  website and are listed in the kit’s table of contents.  Included on the web page are facilitator’s guides and other supporting materials to accompany the PowerPoint presentations.  To access these materials, click on the following link: http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pls/default.htm Next listed is the Oregon Department of Education PowerPoint: K-5.The Oregon PowerPoint can be accessed at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3454 by scrolling to Informational Text, K-5 Informational Text Presentation.  It consists of the Common Core Instruction for Informational Text and is accompanied by a facilitator’s guide.  The facilitator’s guide has suggested handouts which may be printed prior to sharing the PowerPoint with participants.   Next listed is the Oregon Department of Education PowerPoint: 6-12.The Oregon PowerPoint can be accessed at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3454  by scrolling to Informational Text, 6-12 ELA Informational Text Presentation or the 6-12 Content Area Presentation.  They both consist of the Common Core Instruction Presentations and are accompanied by a facilitator’s guide.  The facilitator’s guide has suggested handouts which may be printed prior to sharing the PowerPoint with participants.   After viewing any of the Oregon Department of Education PowerPoints, participants may wish to try the suggested activities or use the reflection handouts.



Research 
The Case for Informational Text by N. Duke 
Key Question: How can informational texts be 

used for authentic purposes? 
 
Teaching Expository Text Structure Awareness 

by S. Dymock 
Key Question:  What is the importance of 

teaching text structure for nonfiction 
comprehension? 
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Listed next are the titles of articles in the Research section of the kit.  The articles are listed with a culminating question underneath.  This question should be answered at length after reading each article.  What follows are other questions that might be utilized in small group discussions or as reflective independent study questions.1st Article : Duke, N. (2004).  The case for informational text.  Educational Leadership, 61(6), 40–44.Key Question: How can informational texts be used for authentic purposes?This article provides readers with awareness of the importance of teaching young students a  repertoire of literacy strategies to use with informational text.Other questions to consider for reflection after reading the article are as follows:How can teachers increase access to and time with informational texts2. How can comprehension skills be taught with informational texts?3. How or why can reading achievement be increased by using informational texts?2nd Article : Dymock, S. (2011).  Teaching expository text structure awareness.  The Reading Teacher, 59(2), 177-181.Key Question: What is the importance of teaching text structure for nonfiction comprehension?This article provides educators with types of text structure as well as instructional steps for teaching students how to navigate expository texts. Other questions to consider for reflection after reading the article are as follows: 1.  How can I explicitly teach expository text structure?2.  What are the most common text structures?3. Why is the ability to identify text structure important for success with the CCSS?



Research 
Guiding Students Through Expository Text  With 

Text Feature Walks by M.J. Kelley & N. Clausen-
Grace 

Key Question: What are the guiding principles  for  an 
expository text feature walk? 

 

Helping Children Become More Knowledgeable  
Through Text by S. Neumann & K. Roskos 

Key Question: What shift in educational materials is 
required to meet the new standards? 
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3rd Article: Kelley, M. J., & Clausen-Grace, N. (2010). Guiding students through expository text with text feature walks. The Reading Teacher, 64(3), 191–195.Key Question: What are the guiding principals for an expository text feature walk?Other questions to consider for reflection after reading the article are as follows:1. How can I introduce students to an expository text feature walk?2. Do your students realize the importance of text features when reading expository text?  What have you noticed?3. Have you ever observed your students when they read expository text?4. Do your students read the text features in expository text without teacher guidance?4th   Article: Neumann, S., & Roskos, K. (2012). Helping children become more knowledgeable through text. The Reading Teacher, 66(3), 207-210.Key Question: What shift in educational materials is required to meet the new standards?Participants may wish to answer the following questions for further reflection after reading the above article:1.  What are some recommendations for choosing materials?2.  What different books or reading interactions can be used to help meet the new standards?



Research 
Sharing Informational Text with Young Children 

by R.H. Yopp and H.K. Yopp 
Key Question:  How can young students engage with 

informational books? 
 

Engaging Students with Text:  The 3-2-1 
Strategy by V. Zygouris-Coe, M.B. Wiggins  

     & L.H.  Smith 
Key Question:  How does the 3-2-1 Strategy assist 

students with the CCSS standards? 
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5th Article:  Yopp, R.H., & Yopp, H.K. (2000). Sharing informational text with young children. The Reading Teacher, 53(5), 410-423.Key Question: How can young students engage with informational books?Reflective questions for study after reading the article are as follows: 1.  What informational materials should be used in primary-grade classrooms?2.  How can informational alphabet books be used in the classroom?3.  Of the books listed at the end of the article, which ones might participants choose to employ in their classroom?4. Why is having young students engage with informational books important?6th Article: Zygouris-Coe, V., Wiggins, M.B., & Smith, L.H. (2004). Engaging students with text: The 3-2-1 strategy. The Reading Teacher, 58(4), 381–384. Key Question: How does the 3-2-1 Strategy assist students with the CCSS standards?Participants may find the following questions helpful in reflecting on the article as well:1.  What is the 3-2-1 strategy?2.  How can the 3-2-1 strategy be extended?3.  How can a teacher maximize student’s interactions with text?



Literacy Survival Tips for New Teachers!  
Navigating Nonfiction:  Guidelines 

    and Top 5 Strategies for Helping Kids 
Comprehend Informational Text 

  by Lori Oczkus 
 
Key Question:  What are the guidelines 
for teaching nonfiction? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Handouts 
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Presentation Notes
The next section is Handouts.  Handout #1: Literacy Survival Tips for New Teachers!  Navigating Nonfiction:  Guidelines and Top 5 Strategies for Helping Kids Comprehend Informational Text by Lori OczkusKey Question:  What are the guidelines for teaching nonfiction?This article provides teachers a nice overview of teaching informational text with easy to implement strategies. After viewing the handout, a small or large group of teachers may wish to dive deeper into the selection by answering some of the following questions as well:	1. Why teach nonfiction?	2. What does effective nonfiction text structure look like?	3. What are some teaching strategies for teaching nonfiction?



Handouts 
Helping Elementary Students Read for Information by 

Doug Fisher 
Key Question: How can an authentic nonfiction 

experience be created for young readers in the 
earliest of grade levels?  

November is Science Picture Book Month by T. E. 
Young Jr. 

Key Question:  What are there benefits to reading 
nonfiction picture books aloud? 
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Handout #2–Helping Elementary Students Read for Information by Doug FisherRetrieved from: http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol4/414-fisher.aspx Key Question: How can an authentic nonfiction experience be created for young readers in the earliest of grade levels? This article provides teachers with the reasons why nonfiction should be used with young learners as well as the types and ways to infuse nonfiction in the classroom.As participants view the handout more reflective questions might be considered such as the following:1. Why should we read more nonfiction in the primary grades?2. What are some examples of nonfiction materials to use in the classroom?3. What are some strategies to use with nonfiction materials in the classroom?Handout # 3 – November is Science Picture Book Month  by T. E. Young Jr. Key Question: What are there benefits to reading nonfiction picture books aloud?This handout emphasizes the importance of nonfiction read-alouds to young readers as well as nonreaders.  The handout provides a plethora of suggested science read-alouds.Other questions that might be discussed with participants that utilize the handout are as follows:1. What are the standards tasks could be paired with the nonfiction read alouds that match the CCSS?2. What are some picture books from the article that may be used in the classroom? 



Book Titles 
Duke, N. & Bennett-Armistead, V.S (2003). 

Reading and writing informational text in the 
primary grades: Research based strategies. 
New York, NY: Scholastic.  

 
Hoyt, L. (2002). Make it real: Strategies for 

success with informational text. Portsmouth, 
NJ: Heinemann.  
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Presentation Notes
Recommended readings to support the kit are listed on the slide.
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Presentation Notes
The text have been intentionally animated so that each cover appears alone. 



Book Study Ideas 

• Begin a book study with a group. 
• Start an independent study and become a 

teacher leader on a topic. 
• Some books have study guides or podcasts 

from the authors available from the 
publishers—check out their websites! 

• Share your knowledge—start a wiki, a 
newsletter or blog in your district. 
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Presentation Notes
Suggested uses for the selected books are listed on the slide. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=U2Xd1yGaA4utoM&tbnid=jEc62Tss2B5UrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.speedofcreativity.org/2013/04/08/what-support-for-interactive-writing-blogging-at-high-school-should-look-like/comment-page-1/&ei=gwxnUcWcGMPfrAHi6oCQCQ&bvm=bv.45107431,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEdV8Ipozyin_k7MB8hVhXTWFv0-w&ust=1365794177975957


Check back often! 

• Please check back often for new articles, 
research, PowerPoints or books that might 
assist you with the Informational Text  Shift. 

• As your professional knowledge deepens 
around the topic of Informational Text, please 
contact us with your ideas: 
plscomments@gmail.com  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next steps and further facilitator notes are listed on the supplemental guide that accompanies this kit.

mailto:plscomments@gmail.com
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