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The College of Education awarded me the 2014 research dissemination travel to present my research paper, 
“What Preservice Teachers Say about a Study Abroad Program: A Case Study” at the 58th Comparative and 
International Education Society (CIES) held in Toronto, Canada, March 10-15, 2014.  
My paper was selected as one of the four Highlighted Sessions of Teacher Education and the Teaching 
Profession (TETP) SIG. This year’s theme of TETP SIG was the “Interculturalization of Teacher Education,” a 
theme quite relevant to my paper.  
 
In a couple of ways, my contribution to the CIES conference benefited audiences.  First, my paper presented 
the results of a study about how preservice teachers were submerged in a different culture as they experience 
Korean culture in education. This presentation facilitated the potential to build a network of study abroad 
program among teacher educators around the world. Second, the results presented at such a large conference 
led audiences to achieve the goal of TETP SIG through dialogues, collaborations, forum, and discussions. As a 
Co-Chair of the TETP SIG, my paper presentation helped to spark audiences to lead, expand, and deepen the 
dialogue of teacher education around the world, based on the connections and network formed last year. The 
mission of the Teacher Education and the Teaching Profession SIG is to facilitate the dissemination of 
information and to foster dialogues about critical issues in teaching and teacher education from national and 
international perspectives. Third, the 58th CIES meeting brought an opportunity for me to gather critical 
information about a study abroad program as I met with scholars from around the world.  
 
It would seem the audiences’ feedback was positive, as my research findings were well received and discussed 
among the teacher educators around the world. The study investigated what preservice teachers had to say 
about a study abroad program, and it was specifically interested in finding how a study abroad program 
helped preservice teachers become a globally competent teacher and what factors helped sustain, over the 
long term, its program quality. Through the study abroad program, all participants of this study took a course 
focused on a cross-cultural and globalization experience including education and national social changes 
(Cushner, et al., 2003; Breen, 2004). Although many study abroad programs use a similar model, audiences 
were interested in the fact that the model used in this study could be adopted as a model to be used in the 
oriental society because the program provided a number of oriental context-based activities. The 
development of this model was based on a socio-cultural context theory (Lave & Wegner, 1991).  
 
In sum, my research presentation at the 58th CIES conference in Toronto brought about a few important 
benefits to audiences and me as well: (1) creating a worldwide network for research collaboration, (2) 
promoting, expanding, and leading critical dialogues about issues and problems of teacher education around 
the world, and (3) gathering critical information about a study abroad program.   
 
  


