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The National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC) held a conference known as 
Monumental 2014 in Washington D.C. Prior to the conference, my group and I had a 
service-learning project to complete for one of our education courses. Within this 
course, I heard about the NYLC conference and wanted to take the chance to go.  
 

Applying for the conference along with registration was the easy part; the 
most difficult part knew that I was going alone. However, traveling to Washington 
D.C. and meeting multiple conference members with the same desire to expand on 
the benefits of service-learning allowed for more ease. Networking with national 
colleges, youth, and organizations to international attendees created a better 
construct of how service-learning can be associated with multiple content areas 
worldwide.  
 

The conference was designed with many different sections. The first day was 
comprised of pre-conference sessions or participating in Capitol Hill Day, which 
participants of the conference got the opportunity for their voice to be heard by the 
local representatives of their state as well as their district. The next day was when 
attendees could walk around the Project Showcase Hall and the Exhibit Hall. I 
presented in the Project Showcase Hall, which was beneficial by sharing the project 
of parental involvement. There were many workshops open to the conference 
participants that focused on leadership and how to use service-learning in a 
classroom. These workshops related to youth and current/pre-service teachers. 
Throughout the entire conference, there were service-learning opportunities that 
were on-site as well as off-site.   
 

What I took away from the conference would be to broaden your horizons 
with any opportunity given because the chance may never happen again. Speaking 
with Rodney Davis, Randy Holmgren, and Mark Kirk’s legislative aide about the 
importance of parental involvement made me recognize how our voices can be 
heard in addition to making a difference. The concepts that I took from the 
conference workshops were about how service-learning projects can be 
implemented throughout reading lessons as well as how multiple subjects can be 
taught within a project. I recognized how beneficial service-learning can be for all 
ages.  
 

After attending the conference, I was able to present in the 2014 
Undergraduate Symposium. Sharing my experiences in addition to the overall 
project of parental involvement, distinguished the importance of the topic. It was 
great to get feedback on the presentation, connect with others’ ideas on the multiple 
factors that relate to parental involvement, along with listening to what many 
presenters showcased, too.  

 
Overall, participating in the NYLC Monumental 2014 conference was an 

experience that I will not forget.  


