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I attended the American Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting from April 27 – May 
1, 2013 in San Francisco, California.  Along with two ISU colleagues, I presented a paper on the Chicago 
PDS model entitled "Learning to Live and Teach Outside Four Walls: Lessons Learned from a Community 
Based Professional Development School." This research advances a key priority of ISU's College of 
Education - the advent of the Professional Development School model for teacher training.   Our paper 
was well situated within the conference’s theme: “Education and Poverty: Theory, Research, Policy and 
Praxis”.  As detailed in our presentation, the Chicago PDS is designed to better prepare our pre-service 
teachers to meet the needs of underserviced and impoverished communities. 
 
In addition to the details about ISU and the Chicago PDS, our presentation highlighted a recent study to 
investigate the experiences of Chicago PDS interns and how those experiences impact the program’s 
participants.  Our data demonstrated significant longitudinal improvements in four measures of teaching 
efficacy (aligned to the Danielson Framework), suggesting that the Chicago PDS had a substantial, 
positive impact on participants’ abilities to serve as in-service urban teachers.  While some of the data 
we shared was positive and encouraging, we also shared some of our challenges.  Our study did not 
yield significant improvements in urban teaching intentions nor multicultural attitudes, contrary to our 
hypotheses.  We used qualitative data to shed further light on this finding; as participants progress 
through their Chicago experience, they face significant institutional and structural impediments.  Our 
qualitative data suggested that some participants were frustrated with their placement, mentor pairing, 
and in a few cases, even university personnel.  We noted that these issues warrant even further 
investigation as we seek to understand the role of field-based urban experiences and their role in better 
preparing our teacher candidates. 
 
There were four other papers in our session, all related to innovations in field-based preparation.  As we 
learned from the other presenters in our session, the work we are conducting is essential to preparing 
competent educators that go on to work in underserviced communities with students from distinct 
backgrounds, often dissimilar from their own.  Of particular interest to me were the methodologies 
through which these research studies investigated their programs’ impact.  As I pursue research 
strategies that implement culturally relevant program evaluation, I am continually looking to revise and 
improve our assessment protocol of teacher candidates.  In doing so, I hope to better investigate 
teaching competencies, attitudes and perceptions of urban cultures, communities, and schools, and 
ultimately impacts on student achievement. 
 
I would also like to point out the very interesting presentation by Arne Duncan, the United States 
Secretary of Education.  Secretary Duncan had been invited as a guest speaker to AERA.  A number of 
attendees voiced significant opposition to this invitation as they negatively view the current policies of 
the Department of Education (e.g. Race to the Top, charter school funding), going so far to publicly 
protest outside the session hotel.  After giving a brief speech, the Secretary engaged in a Q&A session 
with several selected attendees.  While some exchanges were rather heated and emotional, it was very 
encouraging from an outside perspective to witness a real engagement of academic professionals with 
political power, discussing some of the most pressing issues facing the US. 
 


