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In October of 2014 we presented at the 2nd International Conference on Bilingual Education in a 

Globalized World at the University of Alcala, Spain. In the presentation, “Preparing Quality 

Bilingual/Bicultural Teachers for English Learners”, we presented a model of bilingual teacher 

preparation that recognizes that effective quality teacher preparation cannot solely rely on institutions 

of higher education working in isolation. Quite the contrary, success is mediated by effective 

partnerships between institutions of higher education and school districts. The model also recognizes 

that hands-on experiences by candidates reinforces instructional strategies based on cultural and 

linguistic differences that promote student learning for students who have not previously been well 

served by schools and society.  

The content of this presentation was significant because it addressed deficiencies in teacher 

preparation, which contribute to lack of service to culturally and linguistically diverse students that 

widens the achievement gap and contributes to high dropout rates. It opened up a dialogue between us 

and other countries comparing different processes based on academic as well as political entities. 

Also, the purpose of this presentation was to share the enriched in-service and pre-service preparation 

of bilingual/bicultural teachers, most of who already work in some paraprofessional capacity in the 

targeted districts. The program presented was designed by university faculty and public school 

personnel to provide bilingual/bicultural educators with a comprehensive, long-term professional 

development plan based on best research and practices in teaching and learning. 

This was the second conference held at this very old and prestigious university, and like the first 

conference, it was well attended by educators and administrators from other countries in addition to 

Spain and the U.S. All conference sessions were relevant to the theme. Our session was attended by 

administrators from the University of Alcala and faculty who expressed interest in research 

collaboration, with ISU faculty, in the area of bilingual education. 

While at the conference, I had the opportunity to visit two bilingual schools in Alcala that work in 

partnership with the Universidad de Alcala and Instituto Franklin. During my visits to the schools I was 

able to meet with the principals and learn about both schools. The first school was a bilingual public 

school, Spanish-English, and the second was a semi-private bilingual school, Spanish-English. Since the 

schools work with Universidad de Alcala, I was able to stablish the connection with administrators and 

learn about the activities ISU students will be performing in the classroom while they study abroad this 

summer.  
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