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I was awarded the opportunity to attend the Australian Association of Special Education (AASE) 

national conference held September 2014 in Manly, Australia.  The focus of this conference was 

on effective teaching practices; accordingly, the conference program was named “Catch the 

Wave:  Evidence Based Practices”.  This conference gathers teachers and researchers from all 

the states in Australia, as well as participants from other countries such as New Zealand and the 

US.  

Contribution to the Conference 

I provided a workshop on writing instruction for students with disabilities with two colleagues 

(Dr. Mills from Macquire University / Sydney, Australia, and Dr. Hauth from Marymount 

University / Arlington, VA).  Effective writing instruction is critical to prepare students for 

further education and the work force.  However, many teachers are not consistently 

implementing evidence-based practices for writing instruction, and the gap between student 

needs and the effectiveness of classroom writing instruction is particularly pronounced for 

students with learning difficulties and disabilities.  This situation is a reality in the US and in 

Australia.  

During the last few years, Australia has been implementing a national curriculum to set 

consistent standards for all students; writing is a focus in the curriculum and is a real area of need 

for teacher education in this country.  Writing is assessed in grades 3, 5, 7, and 9; thus, my 

colleagues and I presented a workshop on writing instruction about an evidence-based practice 

called Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD).  Over the past decade, we have conducted 

multiple studies examining the effectiveness of SRSD to teach writing skills to adolescents with 

emotional disorders and students with autism.  During the workshop, we discussed the results of 

our studies and demonstrated how to implement SRSD in self-contained or mainstream classes, 

with a particular focus on persuasive writing.  Methods for adapting SRSD instruction to meet 

the needs of higher and lower-level writers were presented, along with examples of how to 

integrate SRSD instruction into key learning areas (i.e. history, math, and self-advocacy). During 

our presentation, the audience became very engaged and seemed to really appreciate the 

demonstrations, materials, and suggestions through their comments and questions on the 

information we provided. 

How this experience supports my research and value to COE 

 

During the conference, I had the opportunity to attend various presentations on diverse topics 

such as bullying, school-wide behavioral practices, UDL resources, working with 

paraprofessionals, math strategies, teacher preparation / mentoring programs, and the 

development of individualized education programs, just to name a few.  It was very interesting to 

compare and contrast the commonalities and differences between both countries as it relates to 

the education of children with disabilities, the preparation of future teachers, and the legislation 

for students with disabilities.  In particular, I learned that we share the same goal of providing 



students with disabilities with the same educational opportunities as all other children, but we 

differ in the way we provide some services as the laws pertaining to the rights of children with 

disabilities are somewhat different; I was able to engage in fascinating conversations with some 

Australian educators about these differences and share ideas and resources.  Upon my return, I 

also shared the experiences and knowledge I gained with my students in an effort to contribute to 

the development of the globally-minded, socially and culturally-competent graduates we want 

them to be.  Further, as the COE and the University in general makes every effort to incorporate 

global education into our courses and study abroad programs, attending and presenting at 

international conferences like this one offer great opportunities to make connections with other 

educators around the world. I was able to successfully network with some Australian researchers 

and educators from New Zealand in the hope of future collaborations and partnerships.  

 

 

 
 

 
 


