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 As a graduate student in the College Student Personnel Administration program in the 

department of Educational Administration and Foundations, I am always looking for ways to 

increase my professional development. After taking Dr. Mohammed Nur-Awaleh’s Comparative 

Higher Education course, he had asked if I would be interested in presenting my final paper on 

higher education in Kuwait at the Midwest Regional Conference of the Comparative and 

International Education Society (MCIES) conference. Given I had zero presentation experiences; 

I could not turn down his offer.  

Despite the conference only being two days long, a lot occurred within those two days. 

Multiple sessions occurred during 1.5 hours presentation slots, with each presentation focusing 

on a different comparative and international education issue. The conference began at 8:00 a.m. 

each day with breakfast and a presentation. Although I missed the 8:00 a.m. presentation on 

Friday, October 10, 2014, I was able to attend the Saturday presentation. The Saturday 

presentation was absolutely phenomenal, and focused on the impacts of diversity and global 

higher education on student culture in the United States. The presentation was presented by Dr. 

Shabana Mir, whose research focuses on Muslim women. Dr. Mir discussed the varying roles 

that Muslim women often have to balance, and how a shift in identity can occur as a result. For 

instance, Dr. Mir talked about one of her dissertation research participants, who identifies as 

Muslim but loves to play basketball. Dr. Mir talked about the identity struggles that this young 



woman endured, as she loved the sport of basketball, but because of her attire, was not perceived 

in a serious manner.  

 Although I initially decided to attend the conference for my own professional 

development purposes, I had no idea just how much I would learn as a result of attending the 

conference. For instance, a presentation that really resonated with me was “Issues of Gender in 

Africa and the Middle East”. Being the graduate assistant for Diversity Advocacy, a unit of the 

Dean of Students office, I am always looking for ways to increase my cultural competence. 

Although much of my work focuses on issues in the United States, I haven’t really given thought 

to what is occurring abroad. This presentation really resonated with me as I learned about gender 

inequities in Africa and the Middle East, but through a comparative international education lens. 

One of these inequities deals with domestic servants in Mali, and the social economic disparities 

that result for these women in terms of seeking a higher education. Because these women come 

from predominately poor households with few resources, they are forced into being domestic 

servants by their elders as a way to increase resources, despite the issues of physical, sexual, and 

psychological abuse they may incur.  

 In addition to the presentations I attended, I also had the opportunity to present. As 

mentioned earlier, the focus of my presentation was on a paper I had written for Dr. Mohamed 

Nur-Awaleh’s course. The title of my paper is “Higher Education and Student Affairs in 

Kuwait”. I intentionally chose Kuwait given I had zero knowledge on the country, let alone the 

structure of higher education there. Through my research, I was able to learn about higher 

education in Kuwait, the structure of student affairs, and barriers to providing services for 

students. Because the conference was academic in nature, I was not expected to prepare a poster 

presentation, but instead a PowerPoint presentation on my paper. The title of my presentation at 



the MCIES conference was “Internationalization of Higher Education and Student Affairs” Case 

Studies from International Perspectives, and was comprised of four presenters. The presentation 

was 1.5 hours long, and was the only presentation that focused on student affairs on an 

international perspective. For more information pertaining to the conference, please visit the 

following link: https://education.indiana.edu/graduate/programs/history-philosophy-

comparative/index.html. 

 As a result of attending and presenting at the MCIES conference, I have a better 

understanding of higher education on a global perspective. I feel I am more prepared for a 

professional career as a result of attending this conference, especially given I will be working 

with international students. It is important to not only help international students get acquainted 

to the university in which they are studying, but to have an understanding of the educational 

structure in which they have learned under at their home country. I feel more confident as a 

presenter as a result of attending the MCIES conference. Given I am not an expert on higher 

education in Kuwait, but was still able to present on this topic regardless, I have full confidence 

in myself for when I do present on a topic I am very knowledgeable on. 
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