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Contribution to the Conference  

In February, 2018, I attended and presented at a Council for Exceptional Children an intervention 

Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 2018 Annual Convention and Expo in Tampa, FL. Dr. 

Karen Douglas and I delivered a poster presentation entitled Peer-implemented naturalistic 

strategies to promote social communication of learners with communication needs. This poster 

presentation targeted strategies that can be implemented by educators to create natural supports 

for high school students with disabilities in inclusive classrooms. An evidence-based practice 

that targets educational outcomes of students with disabilities is naturalistic strategies. Despite 

research has examined the impact of naturalistic strategies with younger students when the 

intervention was delivered by adults, little is known about the generalizability of peer-

implemented naturalistic strategies when implemented with older students with developmental 

disabilities. Our multiple-baseline design study addressed the following research questions: (a) 

To what extent will peers implement naturalistic strategies with fidelity to facilitate social 

communication of students with developmental disabilities? (b) Is there a functional relation 

between peer-delivered naturalistic strategies and communication of students with 

developmental disabilities? (c) How will students, peers, and educators perceive the social 

validity of naturalistic strategies? Results from direct observations indicated a functional relation 

has been established between the intervention and outcomes. During this presentation, I talked to 

several researchers and doctoral students and shared implications of the use of naturalistic 

strategies delivered by peers in high school classrooms and the role of paraprofessional as 

interventionist.  

Additional Benefits and Value to COE   

In addition to presenting my work, I attended the poster sessions and talked to other presenters 

who shared similar research interests or conducted research with the similar population. For 

example, I visited a poster on academic outcomes of high school students with intellectual 

disability. The conversation with the researcher challenged me to continue to refine my work, 

given my research interests have primarily focused on social outcomes for students with 

intellectual disability in the inclusive classrooms. I also attended the ISU alumni event, where I 

talked to our special education graduates and reconnected with one of my undergraduate 

students. The student is a current special education teacher in Chicago public school. Therefore, I 

shared with her about our master’s program and other certificate options.  It is always a very 

rewarding experience to talk to our graduates and learn that they are making a positive impact to 

the field.  

 


