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Research Presentation  

In June, 2019, I attended and presented at the 143rd Annual Conference of the American 

Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD) in Twin Cities, MN. 

During AAIDD poster symposium, I delivered a poster presentation entitled, Inclusion: The 

communicative interactions of high school students with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities. This presentation is based on my recent publication in Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities (i.e., Chung, Douglas, Walker, & Wells, 2019). It was a descriptive 

study that was designed to address the following questions: (a) What is the nature and extent of 

the social interactions of high school students with IDD in the general education classroom? (b) 

What contextual factors within inclusive classrooms may be associated with the occurrences of 

peer interaction? My colleagues and I observed 10 high school students with IDD four times in 

the general education classroom. We collected data on students’ classroom interactions with 

peers, special educators, and general educators, as well as contextual variables (i.e., instructional 

format and proximity). In addition, we collected peer comparison data by observing a same-

gender peer one time in each classroom. Our findings from our observations illustrated 

similarities and differences in social interactions and contextual variables between focus students 

and their peers without disabilities. We found that the 10 students with IDD were present during 

90% of the intervals, slightly less than their peer comparisons. Across classrooms, students with 

IDD interacted with peers during approximately one out of every four min (M = 24.3%) and 

interacted with the general educator during one out of every 10 min (M = 9.4%), which is less 

than their peer comparisons’ peer and teacher interactions (M = 40.5% and 24.3%, respectively). 

During my presentation, I discussed recommendations for future researchers and practitioners 

who are committed to translate knowledge through research and practice and to promote 

inclusion outcomes for students with IDD.   

Conference Highlights  

In addition to presenting my work at the poster symposium, I attended the conference opening 

plenary session, other presentations, and two interest network business meetings—education 

interests network and international interest network. I especially appreciate the opportunities to 

connect with scholars and practitioners during the two interest network business meetings. On 

June 25th, Tuesday, I invited two ISU SED junior faculty members, Drs. Sarah Ballard and 

Allison Kroesh to join me to attend the education interests network lunch meeting. We met with 

several researchers, including the new editor of the journal, Inclusion. We also learned about 

upcoming collaboration projects, including a manuscript on the joint position statement of the 

AAIDD and the Arc on education of children with IDD. The next morning on June 26th, Dr. 

Allison Kroesh and I attended the international interest network meeting. During this meeting, 

we each joined different small groups to discuss projects that were related to international issues. 

For example, my group reviewed the translated AAIDD position statements of providing family 

support in Japanese and in Mandarin, and brainstormed the next steps to refine these statements 

in practitioner- and family-friendly language. As a result, I very look forward to these new 

opportunities to collaborating with colleagues around the world and to better serving the field.  
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