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I was awarded the COE’s 2016 travel grant enabling me to disseminate my research. This year, my research 

was to investigate how Thailand teachers understand inquiry-based science instruction through a three-day 

long professional development workshop. With the invitation from the Teacher Education and the Teaching 

Profession (TETP) SIG, my research was presented at the 2016 Comparative and International Education 

Society (CIES) held in Vancouver, BC, CA, March 6-10.     

 

My presentation contributed to the TETP SIG and the general CIES meeting in three ways. First, a circle 

of the same research interest group formed around the topic of the professional development for preservice 

and inservice teachers at the international level and discussed ideas and procedures to make it more 

meaningful and successful to the target audiences. As an example, my research presentation shared the 

results of a workshop that I conducted in Thailand, which was one of a series of workshops held at Burapha 

University for four consecutive years. My research also facilitated to discuss how to develop a universal 

design of curriculum for teaching inquiry-based science instruction in each country. Second, my research 

results led audiences to further discuss the effects of critical pedagogy in implementing inquiry-based 

science instruction in real classroom of each country, which is one of the goals of TETP SIG. As an exit-

chair of the TETP SIG, I helped to facilitate the audiences to lead, expand, and deepen the dialogue of how 

to initiate ideas and develop into a curriculum of inquiry-based science instruction at the local and regional 

level or at a professional meeting in each country. Third, the 60th CIES meeting brought me an opportunity 

to build a new network for collaboration on inquiry-based science instruction around the world such as 

Namibia, Thailand, UK, Bulgaria, Canada, and Japan. (Note: There is a mix on using inquiry-based 

instruction among the audiences; new to some countries and not new to other countries) 

 

In sum, this research brought about three benefits to audiences: (1) facilitating to build a worldwide network 

for collaboration on inquiry-based science instruction, (2) promoting, expanding, and leading critical 

dialogues about inquiry-based science instruction, and (3) obtaining and exchanging critical information 

about how to develop a curriculum (activities and units to teach using inquiry-based science) and implement 

it their own unique educational settings.   


