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Contribution to the Conference 

During the 142nd American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD) 

Annual Meeting in St Louis, MO in June 2018, I provided two poster presentations. First, I 

presented a literature review entitled Paraprofessional-Implemented Systematic Instruction: A 

Synthesis of Single Case Intervention Research. I shared results from a review on how 

paraprofessionals were trained and implemented systematic instruction with students with severe 

disabilities. The review only included single case research methodologies. Studies were 

synthesized to summarize participant and setting characteristics, intervention characteristics, and 

the quality of the studies.  Implications for practice, limitations, and areas for future research 

were addressed.         

 

Second, Dr. Yun-Ching Chung and I delivered a poster symposia presentation entitled Increasing 

Communication of High School Students with IDD Through Paraprofessional-Delivered Peer 

Training in Inclusive Classrooms. Attendees learned how paraprofessionals can promote 

communication between students with limited communication skills and their peers in general 

education classrooms. We also shared specific strategies on training paraprofessionals and peers 

through brief face-to-face sessions (5-50 minutes). In the study, peers asked the students with 

disabilities questions throughout the class period to facilitate a conversation. Paraprofessionals 

prompted students to respond if the students did not do so on their own. We discussed the 

positive results from our recent single case intervention study.  

 

Ideas for Supporting my Research and Value to COE 

In addition to presenting, I attended multiple sessions to enhance my scholarship and teaching 

and networked with colleagues in the field. The sessions provided me with new ideas for my 

research and information to share in the different courses I teach. I learned additional strategies 

for working with paraprofessionals and students with severe disabilities and communication 

needs. I also learned how to facilitate inclusive practices related to literacy and transition. I will 

be able to integrate many of the materials and resources into SED 361 Education of Learners 

with Severe Disabilities and SED 362 Systematic Instruction along with my graduate course of 

SED 471 Physical Disabilities and Healthcare Impairments. I also plan to continue researching 

paraprofessional training methods and communication strategies in inclusive classrooms. I am 

very grateful to have received this travel award to support my efforts in disseminating my 

research. I look forward to future opportunities to share my research and to grow as an instructor 

and professional in the field of special education.  


