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In April 2020, I was scheduled to attend the American Educational Research Association 

(AERA) conference in San Francisco, CA. Unfortunately, the conference was cancelled due to 

COVID-19. However, I am incredibly grateful to the College of Education for providing the 

necessary funds to support nonrefundable airfare for my intended travel plans. 

 

Had I attended AERA, I would have presented a paper entitled Levels of Strategies and Strategic 

Processing as part of a structured poster session. The session, Investigating Strategies and 

Strategy Use: Where Do We Go from Here, would have highlighted conceptualizations, 

measurement, analysis and application of strategies across multiple contexts and academic 

domains. My paper, coauthored with Daniel Dinsmore, was a review of fifteen existing 

systematic and non-systematic reviews of strategy use. We considered the following questions:  

1) How have levels of processing been conceptualized and operationalized in literature 

reviews of strategic processing? 

2) Have these levels of processing been shown to influence performance in any systematic 

manner across these reviews?  

3) What other individual and contextual factors have these reviews concluded to be 

important factors to consider in the relation between levels of processing and 

performance?  

 

We found that ten of the reviews explicitly discussed levels of processing and six of the reviews 

specifically examined the measurement of levels of strategic processing. Additionally, we found 

that the reviews provided inconsistent evidence regarding the ways in which strategic processing 

influences performance. 

 

Eleven of the reviews in the pool specifically discussed individual factors that might influence 

the relation between level of processing and performance. Further, the reviews included both 

domain-specific and domain-general contexts. Overall, there seems to be consensus that while 

there are some strategies that can be considered domain general, it is important to be conscious 

of the domain when examining strategic processing.  

 

Overall, we found that the reviews point to many promising avenues of research that can enable 

us to better understand how these levels of processing are influenced by individual and 

contextual differences, how those differences might mediate and moderate the relation between 

levels of processing and performance, and finally, how those levels of processing might directly 

relate to performance.  

 

In addition to presenting the aforementioned work, I would have also attended the Division C 

New Faculty Mentoring Program. This is a competitive program where I would have had the 

opportunity to engage with leading scholars in the field.  

 


