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In April 2019 I attended the American Education Research Association (AERA) annual 

meeting in Toronto, Canada. At the conference I participated in a roundtable focused on 

Preservice Teacher Perspectives and Practices Working with Students with Disabilities. As part 

of this roundtable, Tara Kaczorowki, my colleague in Special Education, and I presented our 

paper, Teachers’ Perceptions of Preparedness to Teach Student with Disabilities. The purpose of 

this multi-strand and mixed methods study was to examine differences between special education 

and general education teachers’ perceptions of preparedness for instruction and social inclusion 

of students with disabilities, as well as experiences that contributed to their preparedness. 

Through a survey, we asked educators who had completed general and special education 

programs at our university, to reflect on their preparedness and experiences both after completing 

their undergraduate program and after gaining some teaching experience. We conducted this 

research in order to inform our future programs. We also believe this research is relevant to other 

institutions - particularly those with separate general and special education departments - 

engaged in the challenge of preparing teachers to meet the needs of all students.   

 

This collaborative work, which is very dear to my heart, is part of an ongoing project to 

foster collaborative partnerships between general education and special education faculty and 

teacher candidates to improve the educational experiences of ALL students. In the US, general 

education and special education preparation programs have traditionally existed separately – and 

this is the case with our programs here at Illinois State University. However, as the move 

towards inclusive education has progressed, the imperative for collaboration between general 

education and special education has increased. Our group upholds the following values: hold 

central the principles of social justice and equity; construct a shared identity; share and value 

unique expertise in each field; lead through example to strengthen inclusive education; link 

theory to practice purposefully and intentionally; and respond to the changing needs of the field. 

The roundtable and the AERA conference provided an important space to explore these issues 

with others similarly committed to inclusive education.   

 

 

 

 


