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Contribution to the Conference  

I had the opportunity to attend AERA’s Annual Convention in San Antonio, TX 

this past April-May 2017. This was my first time both attending and presenting at AERA. 

I presented on a panel in the Critical Educators for Social Justice (CESJ) Special Interests 

Group (SIG). I also had the privilege of attending the CESJ Early Career Scholar Forum 

where I was able to connect with scholars in the field, as well as attend various sessions 

to support my future scholarship. 

 The session was titled, “In and Beyond the Classroom: Youth-Led Participatory 

Action Research. My paper was titled “We the Afro Club”: Investigating a Teacher and 

African American Boys’ Co-construction of Literacy Instruction. The panel consisted of 

Martin Wasserberg from University of North Carolina, Annie Adamian from California 

State University, Judith Dunkerly-Bean and Thomas Bean from Old Dominion 

University. The presentations were very different, yet all surrounding participatory action 

research. We were able to connect our research during the questions led by our 

discussant, as well as during the open question and answer time.  

The purpose of my study was to examine how a teacher negotiated and 

appropriated the literacy curricula to meet the needs of his African-American boys in 

times where high-stakes testing and scripted curricula are valued. This study directly 

aligned with AERA’s 2017 theme where the teacher valued students’ cultural 

backgrounds that are often marginalized by society and incorporated their ideas into the 

curriculum.  

Drawing from a sociocultural perspective and honing in on Culturally Responsive 

Teaching (CRT) are appropriate theoretical frameworks for this study as I investigated 

the teaching and learning that took place in a culturally diverse classroom in an era of 

standardization. This project was a qualitative study to investigate the focal teacher’s 

perspectives, lived experiences, and meaning making (Bogdan & Biklen, 2003; Dyson & 

Genishi, 2005; Emerson, Fretz, & Shaw, 1995). A case study approach highlighted the 

nature of the culture in the school, as well as demonstrated how the focal teacher made 

meaning in his collaborative sessions and specifically in his classroom for six months. 

The research questions that guided this smaller study are: a.) What is the nature of the 

focal teacher’s relationships with his students?, b.) How does the focal teacher negotiate 

the mandated literacy curricula with his students?, c.) How do the cultural backgrounds 

of the students impact his literacy instruction? 

 

 



Significance of the Work 

The value of this study hones in on the theme of the conference, “Achieving the 

Promise of Equal Educational Opportunity,” to better understand the ways teachers work 

with students of color who are often marginalized and labeled in the education system. 

Through this study I uncover how to best prepare pre-service teachers to be ready to work 

with students of diverse backgrounds and to develop culturally responsiveness in 

politically charged times. Teachers cannot ignore the diverse contexts they teach in and 

the wealth of knowledge students bring into the classroom. I argue that rather than seeing 

students’ diverse cultural backgrounds as deficits, teachers can use them as assets that can 

contribute to literacy teaching and learning. 

 

Supporting my Future Research 

Attending AERA provided me with the opportunities to connect with like-minded 
scholars at the CESJ Forum and at various sessions.  Since I also presented in the CESJ 
SIG it was a great opportunity to present with scholars with similar research interests. I 
not only found their research compelling, I was able to dialogue with them during and 
after our presentations. Additionally, it was helpful to see the entire process as I also 
reviewed proposals for the CESJ SIG. Although, AERA is a very large educational 
conference, I was able to find a smaller community to find scholars that are doing 
similar and inspiring work. I will be sure to be active and engage in various SIGs when 
attending conferences. 
 


