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Contribution to the Conference  
In February 2018 I attended the Association of Teacher Educators (ATE) annual 

conference in Atlanta, Georgia to present a paper with Dr. Anna Arias. We have been 

working on a collaborative research project that was funded by the College of 

Education’s Research Fellowship URG for the past two years. We have collaborated on 

various courses (science and literacy methods), collected and analyzed data, and 

presented our research at the ATE annual meeting.  

Our session was titled: “Building coherences across disciplines: Exploring 

preservice elementary teachers’ integration of science and literacy.” In our ATE 

presentation, we, as preservice elementary teacher educators, asked, “How can we 

support preservice teachers to make connections between literacy and science methods 

courses?” In order to consider possible answers to this question, we collaborated to make 

explicit interdisciplinary connections across these two courses. In this presentation, we 

discussed the development of the collaboration and analyzed preservice teachers’ lesson 

plans and assignments from the courses for evidence of coherence across the courses. Our 

research questions focused on “What are the similarities and differences across the lesson 

plans from the two different courses for supporting literacy and science learning?”   

Significance of the Work 

This study directly aligned to ATE’s theme of “Educators at the Forefront: New 

Dimensions for Clinical Preparation and Development of Educators” as it highlighted the 

need for collaboration and development of knowledge amongst teacher educators across 

disciplines. The connections between science and literacy seen in our analysis of 

preservice teachers’ work show potential for developing coherence across courses and 

improvement in teacher educators’ practice (Hammerness, 2009; Fang, 2014).  Our 

findings highlighted how preservice teachers can write lesson plans that facilitate 

students to develop their literacy practice to make sense of science ideas (Cervetti & 

Pearson, 2012; Herrenkohl, Palincsar, DeWater, & Kawasaki, 1999; Pearson, Moje, & 

Greenleaf, 2010). We suggested that these successes may be connected to our shared 

planning and vision for courses that enabled us to re-imagine our courses. In particular, 

the texts and similar language used across our courses as well as redesigning past projects 

and developing new assignments together seemed to provide space for the preservice 

teachers to develop their knowledge and abilities for integration. However, the variation 

in the quality of connection between the science and literacy across the preservice 

teachers’ unit implies that the preservice teachers may need additional support in 

integrating science and literacy. These findings also suggested the importance of 

collaboration across disciplines and teacher educators in imagining new dimensions for 

developing educators.  

Supporting my Future Research 

Attending ATE provided me with the opportunities to connect with like-minded 

preservice educators at various sessions, as well as to continue my collaboration with Dr. 

Arias. We also received feedback from our discussant and we are now in the process of 

preparing our paper for publication.  


