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I presented some findings of a global service-learning research project that took place an 

year ago at the ICERI conference in Prague, Czech in March. In this project, our preservice 

teachers collaborated with special education teachers to create teaching materials for the students 

with disabilities at two special education schools in Vietnam.  The title of my presentation was, 

“Global Service-learning: Lessons Learned from Teacher Candidates.”  

The work I presented, details a global service-learning experience of ISU preservice 

teachers. Specifically, I shared stories of how global service-learning impacts our students, as 

well as how I use service-learning as an innovative teaching strategy in teacher preparation. For 

this project, I collected data from 27 preservice teachers’ written responses, guided reflections, 

teaching materials created, and lesson plans in spring 2018 while they worked with two special 

education schools in Vietnam. This study was guided based on Merryfield’s (1995) work. 

Merryfield’s work has impacted the internationalization on teacher education profoundly for the 

past two decades and has helped many teacher education programs to better support preservice 

teachers in developing intercultural competencies. Data of this project support that integrating 

service-learning in teacher preparation impacts preservice teachers’ dispositions toward teaching 

with a diverse student population, their cultural awareness, and social responsibility as well as 

how global service-learning could be implemented in higher education. 

While at conference, I also took the opportunity to attend several sessions that focused on 

teacher preparation. Though these presenters/faculty were from various countries, they shared 
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similar enthusiasm and desires to better train future teachers.  This was the first time I attended a 

conference in Czech and was glad to meet scholars/faculty from all overall Europe and Asia 

(mostly). I hope to continue to have the dialogue with these faculty to learn more about their 

innovative methods and perhaps conduct a cross-cultural research study in the near future.  

Scholars in this field have addressed various issues, methods, pedagogies, and provided 

insight into the implementation and assessment of service-learning. However, there is not a lot of 

research in global service-learning. The preliminary findings of my study provide a new 

perspective and really demonstrate the importance of global service-learning and its impact on 

those preservice teachers who will be working work with diverse student populations.  I had a 

great dialogue with the attendees who came to my presentation. Several attendees shared the 

challenges they faced while implementing a project that was like mine in their respective 

disciplines. Though these scholars were from various disciplines, they all believe the same: 

helping their students to become interculturally competent and world citizens is critical. I hope to 

continue this conversation with them in the near future. ICERI offers a lot of opportunities for 

scholars to meet in Europe every year via their designated venues/countries. I was grateful for 

the opportunity to meet many scholars and learn about their cutting-edge research. I am looking 

forward to attending this conference in a different venue in the future.   


