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I presented the preliminary findings of a study on teacher candidates’ study abroad 

experiences at INTED in early March 2020. The title of my presentation was, “A Case Study of 

American Preservice Teachers’ Perceived Impact of Short-term Study Abroad.” This 

presentation illustrated the experiences of our teacher candidates who participated in the study 

abroad programs offered at the College of Education. 

The qualitative data of this study were from the twelve teacher candidates who majored 

across disciplines (e.g., early childhood education, math education, elementary education, special 

education, or English education). These teacher candidates have participated in a study abroad 

program offered in the College of Education over the last three years. Participants had studied 

abroad in Taiwan, Italy, Spain, England, and Costa Rica. The study was guided by Thomas’ 

(2006) cultural intelligence as it examined our teacher candidates’ experiences and their 

intercultural competence. The findings of my research reveal that short-term study abroad could 

impact teacher candidates personally and professionally profoundly. The results of the study also 

indicate participants developed various levels of intercultural competence depends on the 

location of the program. Nevertheless, participants also made a lot of recommendations for 

future program design.   

While at the conference, I also took the opportunity to attend several sessions that 

focused on teacher preparation. Though these presenters/faculty were from various countries, 

they shared similar enthusiasm and desires to train future teachers better. INTED was a very 
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international and across disciplines conference, so I also learned many new ideas and 

instructional strategies from faculty who taught in different disciplines.  I hope to continue to 

have the dialogue with the faculty whom I met and learn more about their innovative methods 

and perhaps collaborate in the future.  

Scholars in this field have addressed various issues, methods, pedagogies, and provided 

insight into the implementation and assessment of study abroad. I felt fortunate to learn a great 

deal about how study abroad was done in other higher education institutes in the States and 

across the globe. The preliminary findings of my research provide a new perspective and 

demonstrate the importance of a well-designed study abroad program and its impact on 

preservice teachers who will be working work with diverse student populations.  I had a great 

dialogue with the attendees who came to my section. We shared similar challenges and 

exchanges ideas and encouraged each other to continue our effort. Though these scholars were 

from various disciplines, they all believe the same: helping their students to become 

interculturally competent and world citizens will be their priority. I hope to continue this 

conversation with them. INTED offers a lot of opportunities for scholars to meet in Valencia, 

Spain. I was grateful for the opportunity to meet many scholars and learn about their cutting-

edge research and innovative instructional methods. I am looking forward to attending this 

conference in the future.   


