
Thank you for supporting my travel to the Southeast Regional Association of Teacher Educators’ 

conference in Rogers, Arkansas. 

I arrived at the conference on Thursday, October 5, in time for the trip to the Crystal Bridges Art 

Museum.  The visit to this location allowed a first-hand viewing of relevant visual art works to my 

teaching.  I employ the Discipline-Based Art Education Model to teach about social justice and this 

opportunity provided exposure to additional art works for teaching about social studies concepts.  For 

example, William Trost Richard’s nature artwork, such as the painting Along the Shore, offers an 

opportunity to teach about basic geography concepts.  In addition, I was surprised to receive the chance 

to see George Segal’s Breadline Sculpture, a recent acquisition of the museum.  I use images of this 

artwork in my teaching; however, it was the first time I viewed the work firsthand. 

Friday morning, I attended “The Effects of Spring Sing on Student Academic Achievement”, which 

described a research study that interpreted the relationship of participation in an annual musical revue 

to college students’ academic achievement.  The study found that the effect was present for Freshmen; 

however, no significance was observed for other students.  Study did not interpret whether the nature 

of the activity was related to outcomes or if the effect related to student academic area.  The results 

would suggest that providing first year students with opportunities for extracurricular experiences may 

provide them with social networks that support their professional development.  The College of 

Education could consider spearheading such induction avenues to the community as underclassmen 

navigate their general education studies. 

The second paper, “Face News Flourishes: Critical Literacy Combats the Crime”, provided examples of 

fake news items and provided a historical context for understanding these phenomena.  I was struck by 

the statistic that 82% of participants in a survey could not distinguish fake news headlines from those 

founded on truth.  The provided suggestions for promoting critical literacy (check the URL, check 

quotations, and evaluate sources) are common sense.  Yet, these recommendations ignore the source of 

the problem, which involves the undisciplined nature of electronic communication use.  Rather than 

pushing digital technology, the College of Education community could do more to advocate for 

responsible personal and professional technology use. 

The ensuing roundtable session contained two presentations.  The first, “Strategies for Success in 

Recruitment and Retention: A Roundtable Discussion’, related to a small institution’s efforts to find 

strategies to maintain its community of teacher candidates.  The presented strategies seemed like basic 

ideas for establishing classroom community: establishing personal relationships, promoting the 

students, genuinely care for the students, and friendly office environment, all of which focused on 

student motivation.  The College of Education could benefit from this presentation by considering 

innovative ways for its units to promote the students.  For example, a welcome program in which 

seniors oriented the freshmen to the college or its departments would be a visible show of mentorship 

and community.  Another example would be to provide a conspicuous area that promote and display 

the professional accomplishments of college students and graduates.    

The second presentation “Fostering Teacher Resilience in Undergraduate Teacher Education Programs” 

made the claim that teaching candidates’ coping skills for their work environments, rather than giving 

salary increases, would increase their professional longevity.  The presentation provided an analysis of 

resiliency’s nature and how teacher education programs may improve their candidates’ professional 

longevity by preparing more resilient candidates.   It advocated a modularized learning program found 



at http://www.brite.edu/au for developing teacher candidates’ resiliency.  Structured approaches 

provide opportunities for students to organize their processes and realize the progress in their learning.  

It is also important to constantly reevaluate the nature and basis of our structures to ensure that they 

provide equitable opportunities for achievement for all learners. 

The final morning session involved a single presentation “Feed your Brain, Alimenta tu Celebro: Family-

School-Community Partnerships Enhancing Grade-Level Reading”.  The presenters described an award 

winning program that stresses parent involvement through their inclusion in the learning process 

(teaching English, sitting with students, and learning community issues).  The program also involves 

community events that promote students’ safety and welfare.  I believe that this presentation has 

potential to inform the college about preparing our bilingual candidates to broaden perspectives of their 

practices to view community as an opportunity for educational engagement.  Creating classroom 

experiences that engage both parents and their children offer potential for deepening the learning 

process at home.  

In her keynote address, Ken Jenlink, President of ATE, spoke of the challenges with outside economic-

minded professionals influencing education processes and related processes.  She challenged the 

attendees to encourage their candidates to envision alternative frameworks for visualizing teacher 

education and to be advocates for students who are unfairly marginalized by the system.  President 

Jenlink called for more teacher education scholarship of a socially critical nature.   

The first afternoon session witnessed the presentation of my paper. The session had 12 attendees.  My 

paper argued that standards developments rests upon materialist conceptions of resource control and 

that a framework of compassion-based spiritualty offers potential as an alternative ideology.  My paper 

provided an interpretation of spirituality, argued for a holistic account of teacher identity, and posited a 

reframing of standards conceptions.  The only audience question related to my perceptions of 

immediate applications for teacher education.  While my immediate response related to the nature of 

candidate dispositions, I do think that broader implications relate to a reconsideration of the basis for 

teacher education and the nature of its standards.  

I attended the ensuing afternoon roundtable presentation, which was titled “Using Cross-Cultural 

Experiences and Technology to Promote Cultural Competence.”  The presenter described the results of a 

study in which students used video reflections to describe expectations and explanations of encounters 

with people who were “different from them.”  The activity required students’ self-selection of 

individuals.  Our discussions indicated that participants possess shallow conceptions of their partners at 

the outset, compared to deep interpretations of themselves.  There was also a question of how well the 

students prepared their partners for experiences.  I gathered from this session that teacher educators 

continue to use technology to support their own patterns of instructional preference, rather than using 

it as a tool for social engagement.   

The final afternoon session offered two presentations.  The first, “Comparison of Mathematics Teaching 

in the US and England: Shared Struggles and Future Directions” indicated that England had a deeper 

background to support their teaching processes.  For example, the aims of the English curricula 

“promot(ed) the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, and physical development of pupils.”  However, the 

classroom standards and goals were about the same between the two countries.  This session prompted 

me to think of the College’s international studies programs and the importance of considering how our 

life views may relate to curricular visions.  As we engage our candidates in these opportunities, it’s 

http://www.brite.edu/au


important to assume a perspective of humility. Only then can we be genuinely open to the learning 

possibilities.   

The second paper “What does Democratic Education Look Like when Teaching Mathematics” raised the 

question of how teachers approach mathematics methods.  The session provided video evidence that 

traditional approaches to mathematics instruction persist and that students resist such mundane 

processes.  The presented provided several strategies for teaching mathematics in a manner that 

engages students and validates their conceptions of mathematics.  This paper reminded me of the 

challenges the College of Education faces developing well rounded elementary teachers when 

mathematics methods are not part of the senior block.  It also prompted me to consider the potential of 

a critical mathematics approach that facilitates inquiry processes for discovering the relationships that 

define patterns of social injustice. 

The first Saturday morning session contained two papers.  The first, Quality Online Instruction: Possible, 

Probably, or Painful” advocated for the online teaching collaborative 

https://onlinelearningconsortium.org  as a professional development solution to the problems of 

authenticity and student engagement with online teacher education experiences.  The presentation 

recommended small online class sizes, focused student orientations, and conspicuous faculty visual 

presence. The second paper “Preparing the Next Generation of (Rigorous) Online Graduate Students” 

discussed strategies for a heightened engagement of students in a modularized online instruction 

approach.  The presentation began with the point that an “online course begins before it starts.”  This 

policy served to support the students in their preparation of field contacts to better accomplish their 

classroom/community-based assignments. I appreciated the value that both of these papers assigned to 

modularized approaches to online learning.  

These strategies provide a structure and order that allow for readily apparent evidence that the 

standards for teaching and learning have been met.  At the same time, we cannot ignore that rigor 

represents a quality to be applied in other approaches to online learning.  Online courses offer 

opportunities to serve as platforms for facilitating our students’ inquiry and engagement into critical 

thinking that invites problem-solving of social challenges that our classrooms and professional 

relationships present.  I would be interested in learning more about strategies for engaging students in 

such teaching and learning approaches. 

The second session also contained two papers.  The first, “Preparing Pre-Service Educators for 

Democratic Classroom Practice: Community, Content, Collaboration, Choice, and Civil Discourse” 

consisted of an exploratory discussion creating an environment for student classroom engagement.  The 

presentation observed four dimensions to content awareness as relevant to this approach: critical 

literacy, interdisciplinary teaching, essential questions, and philosophy for the classroom.  These 

elements affirmed the rich nature of knowledge and the importance of the College to research 

innovative practices that engage candidates in learning strategies for exploring these understandings.  

The second paper. “Minding the Gap: Using Curriculum-Based Measurement to Target Pre-Service 

Teacher Content Knowledge” provided information about interpreting basic literacy knowledge among 

teacher candidates.  It described a research study that measured candidates’ changes in knowledge of 

20 literacy terms.  Knowledge was measured through a matching exercise in which the 20 terms were 

listed, along with 22 definitions.  Candidates’ mean scores increased over the semester and item 

analysis provided information about confusion of commonly misunderstood terminology.  The 

https://onlinelearningconsortium.org/


presentation did not provide any information about the course in which the candidates enrolled, nor did 

it discuss how the common language was developed in the coursework to shape assessment 

performances.  The study provides methodology for College of Education creation of content 

assessments of its candidates.  Such a strategy offers an opportunity for a simple measure of candidate 

content knowledge that offers precise feedback to clarify misunderstandings. 

My attending the annual meeting of SRATE provided an opportunity to learn about a variety of topics 

that informed my practice and views of the college.  I appreciate the College Research Committee’s 

decision to fund the Research Dissemination Travel Award to support of my attending and presenting at 

this conference.  I am grateful to receive this professional development opportunity.   

 

 


