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Contribution to the Conference 

 

At this conference I led a workshop with a colleague from SUNY Oswego, Dr. Tania Ramalho, 

called Reinventing Freire Online. This 2-hour workshop focused on the challenges and practices 

of teaching critical pedagogy in an online environment. 

 

 

Reinventing Freire Online 

 

We began the workshop by sharing our own experiences, both the successes and the challenges, 

of teaching critical pedagogy online through the examples of student voices, readings, and 

assignments. The courses used as examples in this workshop were both graduate level courses 

addressing educational practices in multicultural education that Freire talks about, addressing 

issues of gender, social class, religion and race in schools.  In addition, the courses emphasize the 

differences between conservative, liberal and critical views on these issues, discussing the 

implications of these to education policy and teacher practice in classrooms.   

 

The remainder of the workshop emphasized discussion and presentation of strategies and 

approaches to teaching critical pedagogy online. For example, the importance of establishing an 

open dialogue that supports reflection of the students’ own practice and how they might 

incorporate multiple perspectives into their classrooms.  Participants were invited to work in 

groups to discuss their own experience in online environments in the context of the questions 

below. 

 

1.   What challenges are unique to teaching critical pedagogy in an online environment?   

2.  How do we address critical topics in online courses? How do instructors structure online 

 courses and learning activities to support student learning on these topics? 

3.  How do students respond to these topics? Do students express their ideas and doubts openly 

 about sensitive topics in an online environment? 

4.  Is there a breakthrough in consciousness that we may document through online 

 discussions?  Do the discussions feel authentic? 

5.  Do we believe courses such as these have an impact on teacher practice? 

 

These discussions yielded interesting results, and in fact, we ended up spending some time 

discussing the current educational trends in Brazil regarding online and distance education. The 

questions also led to a powerful discussion about the differences in a U.S. versus a Brazilian 

context, in which recognizing and responding to privilege and oppression was one of the goals in 

the former, while voice and advocacy were the focus in the latter.  

 



Unexpected Outcomes 

 

This conference was incredibly powerful. The participants were primarily from Brazil. There 

were very few participants like myself, who did not come from Latin American countries. The 

plenary speakers were different leaders and members from the education community, including 

Nita Freire. While this in itself made for an outstanding conference experience, however, as it 

turns out, the conference was 100% in Portuguese, save for our abstract in the program, which 

was the only one in English. Together my co-presenter, who is from Brazil, and I managed the 

workshop using Portuguese, English, Spanish, and even some French. This challenged me as a 

presenter in new ways to negotiate language in the session among the participants. In addition, 

the workshop topic also prompted a discussion about the tensions surrounding an increasing 

demand for online courses and programs in Brazil. It was absolutely incredible to discover and 

discuss these issues through a critical lens, and to do it while negotiating a variety of languages 

spoken a room of over 60 participants. I am incredibly grateful for this humbling experience and 

hope to attend this conference again in the future. 

 

 

Benefits Gained from the Conference 

 

We received positive feedback on our workshop. I was able to meet and connect with many new 

colleagues from institutions with whom I would not normally have the opportunity to work.  I 

have remained in contact with several and we will hopefully be working together on a project 

soon. Attending the sessions as someone who can understand Portuguese, but not speak it, 

reminded me of the cognitive load required to function in an academic setting in another 

language. This is something that I will bring back to my classes at ISU by working to develop 

new approaches and activities that allow for my students to experience this and use strategies to 

work effectively with language learners. Finally, there was a very strong presence of indigenous 

peoples at this conference, both as attendees and also as leaders in plenary sessions through 

presentations and cultural activities. This again was a powerful reminder to me that we have 

many resources available on campus to provide similar authentic opportunities for our students. 


