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Contribution to the Conference  

I was afforded the opportunity to be a participant in two sessions at the 2018 AERA annual 

conference in New York, NY:  

Latinx Children's Literature Employed to Humanize the Immigrant Experience 

This paper was a critical content analysis of three Latinx children’s book (Pancho Rabbit 

and the Coyote: A Migrant’s Tale by Duncan Tonatiuh; From North to South/ Del Norte al Sur 

and Waiting for Papá/ Esperando a mi papá by René Colato Laínez.  In this paper I 

demonstrated how the stories tended to perpetuate the majoritarian tale of immigrants crossing 

the U.S.-Mexico border while excluding other immigrants tales.  I juxtaposed this with first 

grade dual language students discussion around the literature books and their sharing of personal 

narratives to talk back to that majoritarian tale presented. Findings demonstrate that Latinx 

students’ counternarratives present a wealth of knowledge in their lived experiences. It is 

important to bring this into the classroom as part of the curriculum and daily practices in order to 

humanize the immigrant experience.  While the books presented here can be used in the 

classroom it is also important to problematize how the authors present the immigrant experience.  

Teachers must recognize that there are lots of distinct experiences that differ from the 

majoritarian tale that is shared in media and news outlets today.  Students should be given a 

space to share their personal narratives that are often silenced in today’s classrooms and 

humanize the immigrant experience. 

 

I Just Stood There: One Woman's Testimonio on Daily Microaggressions and Racial Battle 

Fatigue 

 

In this paper, I presented my experiences in a predominately white informal learning space.  This 

was part of a panel which each presenter was sharing their experiences in the same nature-based 

writing research.  For this paper, I used testimonio.  Testimonio is an approach that incorporates 

political, social, historical, and cultural histories that accompany one’s life experiences as a 

means to bring about change through consciousness-raising (Delgado Bernal, Burciaga & Flores 

Carmona, 2012).  This was the first time I had written a paper that focused on my own personal 

experiences and while it was difficult to write, it was received well.  The panel’s discussant, 

Jeanine M. Staples, gave me some good feedback and things to think about as I move forward 

with this piece. 



Benefits Gained from the Conference  

The feedback that I received from both of my presentations awarded me a great benefit as I move 

both pieces forward towards submission to a peer-reviewed journal.  I not only gained a lot from 

the presentations in which I presented but also from the presentation I attended.  One such 

presentation was with the Director of the Office of English Acquisition.  This gave me a lot of 

key information that will not only inform my research but also my instruction in my 

ESL/bilingual courses.  I also attended several sessions on raciolinguistics which is an area I 

have become more interested in. It was key to meet with other individuals doing similar work. 

 

 

 


