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I had the honor of being part of the AERA presidential session, Public Scholarship and 

Immigrant Students and Families: Leveraging Community and Research Partnerships. 

Focusing on the education of undocumented students and students from mixed-status 

families, this panel included educators, immigrant advocates, political leaders, journalists, 

lawyers and researchers examining the potential of public scholarship to advance 

equitable, research-informed immigration and education policies.  The invited individuals 

were from various organizations, including Laura M Bohórquez Garcia from United We 

Dream, Apolonio Morales from the Coalition of Humane Immigrant Rights of Los 

Angeles, Samuel Orozco from Radio Bilingue, Marcelo M. Suarez-Orozco from 

University of California-Los Angeles, Roberto G. Gonzales from Harvard University and 

myself. 

This was my first time ever being part of a presidential panel.  I had always been an 

audience member listening to the experts on the panel.  The purpose of this panel was to 

demonstrate the importance of collaboration and how scholars can get their research into 

the hands of organizations that can help make change.  My purpose on this panel was to 

represent the educational view.  My research has focused on Latina/o children need for 

culturally responsive environment in order to be successful in school and how to better 

prepare teacher candidates, which we know are majority white female, to serve the needs 

of this specific population.   

We had a few questions that each of us was asked to answer by our moderator, which 

included: “What does collaboration with community members, educators, policy makers, 

etc. and researchers mean to you? How do you create and maintain strong research 

partnerships? What are some challenges of research partnerships? How did you 

overcome these challenges?” The moderated discussion lasted 50 minutes and then the 

last 30 minutes were spent answering questions asked by audience members through the 

twitter feed.  A storify of the panel presentation can be found at: 

https://t.co/IMNvq1GkBw  

Many times when our scholarship is published, scholars don’t think about who will read 

it or if it will enact any change.  This needs to be seriously rethought.  Scholars have an 

obligation to share scholarship, especially if it is on a specific population, such as 

undocumented youth, with stakeholders that can enact change.  Scholarship should not 

just sit on the shelves of a library or in our tenure binders. 

https://t.co/IMNvq1GkBw


This process is all about collaboration, working with organizations or groups that relate to 

your area of research to see how to ratify change. Specifically in my area of research it is 

greatly needed to understand and address the complex conditions of undocumented 

students.  Public scholarship needs to be developed and disseminated in the context of 

research-public sector partnerships.   


