
Cody R. Pullium, SED LBS1 Major  

College of Education Student Travel Grant  

Contribution to the Conference  

In February, 2018 I attended and briefly spoke at the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 

Annual, National Convention and Expo in Tampa, FL. I briefly spoke during the student session 

on day 2 of the conference. The student session was open to all students, of all universities and 

higher education, who were in attendance on this day. Over the course of the session multiple 

topics were brought up, one of the topics being paraprofessionals. Questions were brought up on 

how to efficiently and effectively use paraprofessionals in our future classrooms, as this is 

something not taught in the textbooks completely. This is where my presentation comes to play. I 

spoke about my employment history and the different schools, and diverse students I’ve worked 

with and the different personalities I have collaborated with during my time as a 

paraprofessional. To help answer these questions, I presented on asking the question “what can’t 

my paraprofessional do,” rather than asking what they should or can do because that is a much 

shorter answer. I then began to discuss what I have done, what I have done which was Illegal, 

and what I didn’t do but could have to achieve more success in the classroom. 

 

Additional Benefits, Value, and Support the College of Education 

As a student of Illinois State University, I attended sessions which would help support my future 

success in the remaining courses for my certification as well as sessions which would help 

prepare me for my future classroom and staff I collaborate with. In addition to all of the multiple 

sessions I was present at, I attended the ISU alumni event which I was invited to due to not being 

an alumnus yet. Here I was able to share my goals with others who graduated from Illinois State 

University. Lastly, this experience has driven my curiosity in the education field of the training 

that is conducted in each school district for their paraprofessionals and collaboration with 

classroom teachers. I am interested on conducting research on this, to create positive outcomes 

for better collaboration, and present this in the future.  


