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First, I would like thank the committee for its support to attend the American Reading Forum 

conference in Sanibel Island, FL December 10-13, 2014.  This conference is held every year and 

brings together literacy researchers. I attended this conference and presented with my TCH 

colleague, Linda Haling. The title of our presentation was: A Review of Trending Literacy 

Topics through Conference Themes at ARF, IRA, LRA, and NCTE. The conference website can 

be accessed here: http://americanreadingforum.org/ 

 

In our session, our goal was to provide participants with an analysis of the last 50 years of 

literacy conference themes and how those themes related to legislation, key developments, and 

reading instruction trends for each of those years.  The objectives of the presentation were to: to 

provide an historical look at 35 years of annual conference themes and compare the relative 

importance of these topics across four literacy organizations; to compare conference themes to 

current and historical legislation; to show how 35 years of conference themes has impacted 

literacy research. 

 

The interactions with our presentation participants provided us with opportunities to discuss how 

literacy conferences determine the focus of literacy instruction and research over time. One of 

the conversations was regarding the changes in recent years by different national organizations to 

change their names to include the word literacy rather than reading. For example, National 

Reading Conference changed to Literacy Research Conference and International Reading 

Association changed to International Literacy Association.  Even more compelling was the 

conversation with our participants about the fact that assessment only came up in our coding one 

time in the last 50 years.  We all felt this this was interesting given the climate over the last 15 

years of schools and standardized testing. I look forward to continuing this work with my 

colleague. 

 

While I was at the conference I also had the opportunity to attend a number of sessions provided 

by other teacher educators and literacy researchers.  I attended a session on using Graphic 

literature in the classroom and how to pair them with different texts.  The researchers discussed 

their work and how graphic novels can provide a different purpose and perspective to reading a 

text and might make that text more accessible to students.  Not all graphic novels have the same 

quality as the novels, so it is important if using both versions in the classroom to explore the 

texts first.  I felt that this session could apply to both my work at U-High working closely with 

faculty associates and students, as well as text selections and options for models for the 

preservice teachers I work with in TCH. 

  

By far the best session I attended was the general session by Janet Allen.  As a world renowned 

literacy educator and scholar, there was so much I took away from her talk.  She talked about not 

having access to grade appropriate and grade level reading texts as a social justice issue.  I had 

not thought about that in that way before, and as a social justice minded educator, this was 

meaningful to me. Janet supported my belief in the importance of a great lead when choosing 

texts for reluctant readers and how to have a student-centered curriculum.  She provided some 

http://americanreadingforum.org/


great examples of paired texts of more modern texts with classics, such as Wicked Girls and 

Crucible. This session directly ties into my work as a literacy specialist at U-High and my role as 

a TCH NTT faculty member.  

 

Attending this conference provided me with the opportunity to refine my own research, explore 

the history of literacy research and its effect on schools, explore new ideas and connections with 

texts and different kinds of texts to share with my colleagues at both U-High and in TCH and I 

left with additional resources to support a social justice perspective in the literacy classroom. 

Furthermore, this will help promote our mission as a lab school to be innovative and 

meaningfully experimental in our work with students. 


