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On October 25, 2019, I, along with Tara Augspurger, presented a session at the Illinois Council 

on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ICTFL) Fall Conference in Naperville, Illinois titled, 

“Standards-Based Grading (SBG) and the World-Readiness Standards: Developing Rubrics”.  

University High School is transitioning to an assessment system based upon standards rather 

than total points and weighted grades, and more specifically on the World-Readiness Standards 

developed by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  School 

districts and teachers throughout the state of Illinois are transitioning to a standards-based 

system, and each district is at a different step throughout the journey.  We also asked through 

Pear Deck what their definition of SBG was, and we received many definitions.   

During the presentation, we reviewed University High School’s journey and how the World 

Language Department is moving forward and modifying the scale and the descriptors.  Since 

there are eleven standards according to ACTFL, we discussed how we modified the standards to 

assess six categories that would best assess our students.   

We then demonstrated with one assignment assessing Interpersonal Speaking.  We showed the 

categories of Excellent, Proficient, Needs Improvement, Developing, and Significant Gaps of 

Understanding and how we assessed the sample.  We also showed examples from Presentational 

Speaking, Presentational Writing, Cultural Comparison, Interpretive Reading, and Interpretive 

Listening.   

We presented for an hour, and we were unable to finish the presentation due to the number of 

questions teachers had about the SBG system.  Many wanted to know more, and I will be 

presenting a modified version of the presentation this October online at the same conference.   

While at the conference, I attended sessions on assessing intercultural competence, developing 

lessons and activities to promote language proficiency, and providing support to pre-service 

world-language candidates and the edTPA.   

Being at ICTFL each year is an enjoyable experience because I am afforded the opportunity to 

network with language teachers from around the state.  We gather and share ideas and have a 

common goal of educating students in Illinois about the importance of acquiring and using 

languages inside and outside of the classroom, as well as discussing the importance of 

appreciating cultures in the global community.  I am also provided opportunities to network and 

present with colleagues who are members of the Central States Conference community and 

ACTFL.   


