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 This year I had the opportunity to attend the AMLE Annual Conference for 
Middle Level Education in Nashville, Tennessee. At this conference there were a 
variety of types of sessions and networking opportunities. I was able to present 
some research I had completed in 2013 in a speed learning session. The research I 
presented focused on how Common Core standards have affected interdisciplinary 
teaching in the middle level. I interviewed several middle school teachers and a 
middle school principal to see what their views were regarding both Common Core 
and interdisciplinary teaching. Then I looked at whether or not their 
interdisciplinary teaching had changed due to the implementation of Common Core. 
What I found is that Common Core is having a slightly negative impact on 
interdisciplinary teaching, but that interdisciplinary teaching had already been 
absent from this particular middle school prior to the introduction of Common Core. 
During the speed learning session participants came to my table for 20 minutes at a 
time. I shared my research with them and then asked for questions. I also discussed 
with them what they saw at their schools regarding interdisciplinary teaching and 
Common Core. There were three rotations that were each 20 minutes long so I was 
able to share my research with many people in a small group format. It was a great 
experience of being able to network with people in a small setting.  
 

During the conference I had the opportunity to attend several workshops and 
sessions that enhanced my knowledge as a middle school educator. The general 
session speakers on Thursday, November 6 were Dave Burgess, Nikki Woodson, 
Cedrick Gray, and Kim Campbell. They all spoke about how to motivate the middle 
school student, and you could tell from each speaker that they had personal 
experience and were very knowledgeable on the subject that they spoke about. I 
went to later sessions by Kim Campbell and Dave Burgess. Kim Campbell is a highly 
motivating speaker and I learned a lot from her talk about how to get my students 
engaged in their learning. Dave Burgess, who is famous for his Teach Like a Pirate 
book, had many great ideas for making learning fun for the students.  

 
 Not only was this conference helpful to me as a middle school educator, it 
was also helpful to me as a doctorate student. I was able to attend a session on how 
to go from middle school teacher to university professor. This gave me great 
information on how to go about searching for jobs at the university level. It also 
gave me good insight as to what universities are looking for when they hire.  
 
 Attending this conference was a great experience for me as an educator and I 
would highly recommend this conference to any middle level teachers. During my 
time at this conference I was able to gain useful resources for my classroom, 
network with other educators, and communicate my research with individuals that 
share my interests.  
 
 


