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Contributions to the Conference  

At the American Educational Research Association’s 2018 conference I presented twice, co-

facilitated a Special Interest Group Business Meeting, and mentored two new scholars.  

Tracing Contexts' Development Across Time 

in Taking the Long View: Learning From Longitudinal Studies of Writing 

 

In the first presentation, I presented alongside other researchers who study writing 

development within long-term and longitudinal designs. Longitudinal designs bring with 

them distinct challenges in terms of management and analysis. They also mean that a 

researcher is not able to report findings for an extended period of time. We submitted this as 

an alternative structured poster format, which allowed us to discuss the particular demands 

of longitudinal research with each other and participants, as well as provide a venue to 

present our research. 

My paper was co-authored. We addressed the challenge of tracing not just the development 

of an individual writer across time, but the development of the contexts with, in, across, and 

from which writers write. Just as writers are developing bodily and cognitively—

orchestrating units of cognitive action, as well motor activities of the body (eyes, hands, 

body position)—development is also occurring with and through the development of 

surrounding, shifting configurations of people, practice, place, etc. Drawing from two 

longitudinal studies of writing development, we highlighted the interconnected nature of 

writer, writing, and context through the concept of practices. Across the two studies, we 

argued that when writers develop, they also—if only subtly—change those contexts through 

their entry into and interactions across them. We suggested two ontological orientations—

thinking historically and thinking geographically—for researchers to take up as they work to 

trace writing development. 

  



Participatory Design & Infrastructuring in Professional Learning  

in From Connected Learning to Connected Teaching: Toward a New Vision of 

Digital Literacy Teacher Education 

 

I also presented in a session that looks at teachers’ connected learning. This paper focused 

on the learning of teachers in an online, openly networked learning collaboration called the 

CLMOOC (Connected Learning Massive Open Online Collaboration). The collaboration 

was designed to allow for teachers’ interest-driven pathways to emerge as teachers engaged 

in co-producing a “living curriculum”—as opposed to replicating existing forms of 

instruction as is common in professional development. Foregrounding the openly networked 

principle of the Connected Learning Framework, CLMOOC participant-facilitators invited 

educators across the globe to join them in making, sharing, connecting, and reflecting across 

open, online platforms—learning about Connected Learning by experiencing it first-hand. 

“Open” is often evoked as saving the educational complex from a failing and outdated 

system unable to meet the demands of 21st century learners. Whether “open” manifests 

itself in open access to books or other resources, open-ended curriculum, open source 

development, or open learning that crosses formal and informal educational contexts, the 

concept of open has promised unbridled educational access and possibility. For all that 

“open” has enabled and taught us from our work participating in and studying the “open 

learning” of educators engaged in the CLMOOC (Smith, West-Puckett, Cantrill & Zamora, 

2016), we found that “open” is not sufficient and should not be the ultimate goal for 

professional development design. To illustrate that claim, we presented a critical case study 

that described two professional learning facilitation practices that emerged in CLMOOC to 

support open and participatory learning: inviting for diversified participation and affirming for 

reciprocal engagement. While necessary, we found these facilitative moves were still not enough 

to substantially remake learning relationships in open online professional development. 

Thus, we urge teacher educators to move beyond notions of “open” in favor of designing 

for “connection” through an “infrastructuring strategy.” Infrastructuring for connected 

learning is an ongoing process of fully integrating educators into the experiences of 

indeterminate and unpredictable professional learning. To illustrate “infrastructuring” 

professional learning practices, we identify two additional facilitative moves made in 

CLMOOC: coaching toward imperfection and curating relational infrastructures. We argued that these 

practices can support the development of new connected configurations of humans and 

objects as well as the emergence of individual and shared meaning-making and professional 

learning pathways. 



Writing and Literacies SIG Mentoring and Business Meeting 

I am on the leadership board of the Writing & Literacies Special Interest Group. I am 

currently the Treasurer/Membership, which means I oversee and co-facilitate the SIG’s 

Business Meeting and membership efforts at the conference, such as the mentoring 

program. I volunteered to participate in this mentoring program myself, and I met with two 

new scholars (one looking to move from a clinical position to a tenure track position, and a 

doctoral student) during the conference. The mentoring program is open to faculty at any 

level who get matched according to their interests and questions they wish to pursue with a 

mentoring peer. 

Benefits Gained from the Conference  

Several of the colleagues I presented with in these sessions I have never met in person. We 

were not only able to meet each other and present together, but also to plan future 

collaborations and publishing possibilities. I will be using the feedback I received from the 

session on Connected Learning for SoTL research I have been developing with my 

colleagues in TCH. I also attended great sessions on technologies, mobilities, civic action, 

and literacies, which will help me in my forthcoming research. 

 


