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Contribution to the Conference 

 

I was afforded the opportunity to be a participant in three sessions at the 2018 ATE 

annual conference in Las Vegas, Nevada: 

 

Crawford, C. M., Hardy, S. L., Gallavan, N., Garrett-Holbert, R. M., Fisher, R. L., Wellenreiter, 

B. R., Ammentorp, L. (2018, Feburary). Redefining teacher preparation: Learning from 

Experience in Educator Development. Panel Discussion at the annual conference of the 

Association of Teacher Educators, Las Vegas, NV. 

Abstract: This ATE book publication highlights applications and reflections of 

Associate of Teacher Educator (ATE) Standards and offers conceptual 

frameworks and contextual realities in connections to classroom educators at all 

stages of their career. Book editors and chapter authors will offer discussion 

relevant to the influential and timely information inherent within the book 

chapters. 

 

Wellenreiter, B. R. (2018, February). No perfect patriotism: Encouraging preservice teachers to 

view patriotic processes from multiple perspectives. Paper presented at the annual 

conference of the Association of Teacher Educators, Las Vegas, NV. 

 Abstract: Teachers need preparation for critique that focuses on their approaches 

to displays of patriotism. Questions emphasizing multiple perspectives and role 

play assist preservice teachers in the analysis of patriotic processes. 

 

Wellenreiter, B. R. & Lucey, T. A. (2018, February). Evoking the devil within: Teaching teacher 

candidates how to resist authority. Paper presented at the annual conference of the 

Association of Teacher Educators, Las Vegas, NV.  

 Abstract: This session describes a dramatic activity designed to stimulate teaching 

candidates’ interest in resisting authority. 



 

I would like to thank the College of Education for the travel grant to present No perfect 

patriotism: Encouraging preservice teachers to view patriotic processes from multiple 

perspectives. This paper discusses questions and classroom techniques that may be used to assist 

preservice teachers in grappling with the complex nature of patriotism in schools and classrooms. 

It begins by encouraging preservice teachers to consider how they define patriotism and how 

their own personal beliefs correspond with their definition. Once a working definition has been 

established, preservice teachers are encouraged to view it from multiple, diverse perspectives 

through role play techniques. Preservice teachers then consider what role schools and teachers do 

and should play in relation to patriotism. To do this, preservice teachers are encouraged to 

integrate Hand and Pearce’s (2009) descriptions of approaches schools and teachers can take to 

teaching patriotism and patriotic processes into their thinking. Hand and Pearce (2009) describe 

four approaches schools and teachers can take with patriotism and patriotism education; 

avoidance, adopting a stance of neutrality, actively promoting patriotic feeling, and actively 

discouraging patriotism. The paper describes questions that can be used to assist preservice 

teachers in better understanding their own views of patriotism and the role patriotism and 

patriotic education should play in schools. The paper concludes by recommending the inclusion 

of additional experiences in patriotism analysis in teacher education programs. Suggestions for 

additional activities, such as K-12 school patriotic display analysis, are included. 

 In an instance of serendipity, another paper was presented immediately before my portion 

of the session that described how preservice teachers can be encouraged to view their own 

positioning when it comes to privilege. Through their discussion, the presenters encouraged 

preservice teachers to analyze their positioning when it comes to privilege. This is serendipitous 

because there were strong themes of contextualization, self-analysis, and culturally-responsive 

critique between our two presentations.  

 The national venue for a discussion of how preservice teachers conceptualize patriotism 

presented a unique opportunity to further dialogue on this sensitive and contextually defined 

concept. The session was attended by professionals from a variety of regions including Georgia, 

Texas, and Washington D.C. Throughout the presentation, we engaged in dialogue that 

challenges and strengthens our understanding of the contextual nature of patriotic demonstration. 

The result was a lively dialogue with multiple perspectives on how patriotism is manifested in 

school settings across the United States. This dialogue will be used to better articulate concepts 

within the paper, ultimately improving it. 

 

Benefits Gained from the Conference 

 The conference session provided a venue to articulate the concepts within my paper. 

Having individuals from across the country discuss and critique the concepts encourages a more 

culturally-diverse approach to how the instruction of patriotism takes place in my classroom and 

how that instruction is described in my paper. The notes that I took regarding the different views 

of patriotism will be integrated into the paper to better represent a wider variety of viewpoints. 



The feedback on the session was positive and it will ultimately strengthen both my written work 

and my classroom practice. 

 More broadly, the conference sessions, Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings, and 

informal networking provided, and will continue to provide, deep benefits. As a newer member 

of the organization, I am working to become involved in the governance of the organization 

through SIG memberships in the Classroom Management SIG and the Middle Grades Education 

SIG. Participating in these groups will further my networking, research agenda, and will improve 

my classroom practices. 

 

Future Steps 

 Based off the feedback from my presentation, I am confident in revising and submitting 

the paper to a peer reviewed outlet. The discussion uncovered insights into the topic I would not 

have received otherwise and has deepened my understanding of my own work. I look forward to 

further dialogue in the area of patriotism education and I thank the College of Education for 

supporting this work and my overall professional development. 
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